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Pai BE it remembered, That on the 
L.S Eleventh day of February, in the fix- 
w\__v%& teenth year of the Independence of the U- 
nited States of America, THomaAs and ANDREWS, 
of the faid Diftri€t, have depofited in this Office the 
title of a Book, the right whereof they claim as Pro- 
prietors, in the words following, to wit. ‘* The FOR- 
ESTERS, an American Tale; being a Sequel to the 
Hiftory of John Bull the Clothier, in a feries of Let- 
ters toa Friend.’’ In conformity to the Act of the 
Congrefs of the United States, intituled, <* An Aét 
for the encouragement of ‘earning, by fecuring the 
copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the Authors 
and Proprietors of fuch copies, during the times 
therein mentioned.”’ 
N. GOODALE, Clerk of the 
Diftrih of Maffachufetts, 
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Original State of the Foreft.—The Ad- 
ventures of WALTER PipEWEED, and 
Cecitius PETERSON. 


DEAR SIR, 


To perform the promife which 
I made to you before I began my journey, 
I will give you fuch an account of this, 
once foreft, but now cultivated and plealf- 
ant country, as I can colleét from my 
converfation with its inhabitants, and 
from the perufal of their old family pa- 


pers, which they have kindly permit- 
ted 
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ted me to look into for my entertain- 
ment. By thefe means I have acquaint- 
ed myfelf with the ftory of their firft 
planting, confequent improvements and 
prefent ftate ; the recital of which will 
occupy the hours which I fhall be able to 
fpare from bufinefs, company and {fleep, 
during my refidence among them. 


In reading the charaéter of Fohn Bull, 
which was.committed to paper fome years 
ago by.one who knew him well, you muft 
have obferved, that though “ he was in 
the main an honeft, plain dealing fcllow, 
yet he was choleric and inconftant, and 
very apt to quarrel with his beft friends.’’ . 
This obfervation you will find fully ver- 
ified in the courfe of the narrative ; and 
as the opinions and manners of fuperiors 
have a very great influence in forming the 
character of inferiors, you need not be 
furorifed if you find a family likenefs 
prevailing among the perfons whofe hil- 
tory I am about to recite, moft of whom 
were 
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were formerly refidents in Mr. Bull’s 
houfe, or apprentices in his fhop. 


THERE was among the appendages to 
John’s eftate, a pretty large traét of land, 
which had been neglected by his ancef- 
tors, and which he never cared much a- 
bout, excepting that now and then fome 
of his family went thither a hunting, and 
brought home venifon and furs. Indeed 
this was as far as-I can find the beft pre- 
tence that John had to call the land his ; 
for he. had_no legal title toit. It was 
then avery woody. country, in fome parts 
rocky and hilly, in other parts level ; well 
watered with brooks and ponds, and the 
whole of. it bordered on a large lake, in 
which were plenty of fith, fome of which 
were often ferved.up at John’s table, on 
faft days. . 


Tue ftories told by one and another of 


thefe adventurers, had made a deep im. 
A 2 preffion 
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preflion on the mind of Walter Pipeweed,* 
one of John’s domeftics, a fellow of a rov- 
ing and projeéting difpofition, and who 
had learned the art of furveying. Walter 
having frequently liftened to their chat, 
began to think within himfelf, “If thefe 
fellows make fo many pence by their ex- 
curfions to this wild fpot, what might: not 
I gain by fitting down upon it? There is 
plenty of game and fifh at hand, for a 
prefent fupply ; plenty of nuts and‘ acorns 
to fatten pigs, and with fome {mall labour 
l may be able to raife corn and feed 

poultry, which will fetch me a good price 

at market.—1 can carry bifket enough in 

my pockets, to keep me alive till my firft 

crop comes in, and my dog can live upon 

the offals of the game that I fhall kill,— 

Befides, who Knows what treafures the 

land itfelf may contain—perhaps fome 

rich mines !—od. zounds !—then I am 

made for this world. 





FuLL 
* Sir Walter Raleigh. 
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Fut of this dream, Walter applied to 
his mafter one day for a leafe of part of 
the foreft, as it was called. Bull at firft 
laughed at the propofal, and put him off ; 
but Walter followed it up fo clofe, and 
told what advantages might be gained by 
fettling there, and promifed, if he fhould. 
fucceed, to turn all his trade into his maf 
ter’s hand, and give him the refufal of 
whatever he might bring to market, and. 
withal fhewed him fome draughts, which 
he had made with chalk, from the reports 
of the huntfmen, that Bull began to think 
of the matter in good earneft, and con- 
fulted his lawyer upon the fubjeét, who, 
after due confideration of the premifes, 
and ftroking his band, advifed him as 
follows. ‘ Why yes, Mr. Bull, I don’t 
fee why you ought not to look about you 
as well as your neighbours. You know 
that old Lord Peter lays claim to the 
whole country, and has affumed to parcel 
it out among his devotees. He has given 
all the weftern part of it, where this foreft 

f lies, 
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lies, to Lord Strut, and he has a large 
manor adjoining to yeur foreft, which, 
they fay, yields him a fine rent, and who 
knows but this may bring you in as much, 
or more ?—=Then there is old Lewis, the 


cudgel player,.and Nic Frog; the draper,, 


who have, perhaps, (I fay perhaps, Mr. 
Bull, becaufe there may be a little doubt 
on both fides, and in that cafe, you know 


fir, it would not become gentlemen of our. 


cloth, to {peak pofitively) as good a claim 
as your honor to this land ;. but then it is 
a maxim, you know, that poffeffion is e- 
leven points of the law, and if you once 
get your foot upon it, they cannot ouft 
you without a procefs, and your honor 
knows that your purfe is as long as theirs, 
and you are as able to fland a‘fuit with 
them as they are with you. I-therefore 
advife you to humour your man Walter, 
and give him a leafe, and a pretty large 
one—you may find more advantages in it 
than you are aware of—but leafe it, leafe 


it at any rate.’? Upon this he was order- 
ed 
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ed to make out a leafe ; and Walter be- 
ing thus invefted with as good authority 
as could be obtained, filled his pockets 
with bread and cheefe, took his gun, 
powder flafk, and fhot of various kinds, 
with a parcel of fifhing lines and hooks, 
his furveying inftruments, and a bag of 
corn on his fhoulders, and off he trotted 
to his new paradife. 


Ir was fome time before he could fix 
upon. a {pot to. his liking, and: he at firft 
met with fome oppofition from the bears 
and wolves, and was greatly expofed to 
the weather, before he could build him a 
hut ; once or twice the favage animals had 
almoft devoured him, but being made of 
good fluff, he ftood his ground, cleared a 
little fpot, put his feed into; the earth, and 
lived as well as fuch adventurers can ex- 
peA, poorly enough at firft, but f{upport- 
ed as all new planters are, by, the hope of 
better times. After a while he began to 
thrive, and his mafter Bull recommended 
a 


RAEN LG lista, cpr hag Ades 4, 
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a wife,* whom he married, and by whom 
he had a number of children. Having 
found a new fort of grain in the foreft, 
and a certain plant of a narcotic quality. 
he cultivated both, and having procured 
a number of black cattle, he went on pretty 
gaily in the planting way, and brought 
his narcotic weed into great repute, by 
fending a prefent of a anh a of it to his 
old mafter, who grew exceflively fond of it, 
and kept oulite for more, till he got the 
whole trade of it into his own hands, and 
fold it out of his own ware houfe' to old 
Lewis, Nic Frog, and all the other tradef- 
men around him. In return he fupplied 
Walter with cloths and ftuffs for his fam- 
ily, and utenfils for his hufbandry ; and 
as a reward for being the firft, who had 
courage to make a fettlement in his foreft, 
and in token of his high efteem of him as 
a cuftomer, as well as for certain other 
reafons, he made it a practice every year, 
to prefent him with a waggon load of or- 


dure, 
* The charter of Virginia. 
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dure,* the fweepings of his back yard, the 
fcrapings of his dog kennel, and contents 
of his own water clofet. This was a mark 
of politenefs which John valued himfelf 
much upon. “It may feem odd (faid 
he one day to a friend) that I make fuch 
a kind of compliment as this to my good 
cuftomer; but if you confider it aright 
you will find it a piece of refined policy— 
for by this means I get rid of a deal of 
trafh and rubbifh that is neceffarily made 
in fuch a family as mine; I get a curfed 
ftink removed:from under my nofe, and 
my-good friend has the advantage of it 
upon his farm, to manure his grounds, 
and make them produce more plentifully 
that precious weed in which we all fo 
much delight.’’ Walter was often feen, 
on the arrival of Bull’s waggon, to clap 
this handerchief to -his nofe; but as he 
knew his old mafter was an odd fort of a 
fellow, and it was his intereft to keep in 
with him, he generally turned off the 


compliment 
* Convicts. 
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compliment with a laugh, faying, good 
naturedly enough, “ Let him laugh that 
wins,”? without explaining his meaning, 
though it might admit of a double enten- 
dre—and calling fome of his fervants, :he 
‘ ordered them to fhovel out the dung, and 
make his black cattle mix theirs with it— 
and when fpread over the land, the air 
took out moft of the fcent, and the falts - 
were of fome advantage to the foil. 


Arter Walter Pipeweed had got his 
affairs into tolerable order, he was vifited 
in his retirement by Cecilius Peterfon,* a- 
nother of Bull’s apprentices, who had 
taken a fancy to the fame kind of life, 
from a difguft to fome things that had 
happened in the family. He had not 
been long with Walter before he found 
it would not do for him to remain there. 
Peterfon was fuppofed to be a natural fon 

of 

* Calvert, Lord Baltimore, who firft fettled Ma- 


ryland, was a Papift ; his fucceffors abjured Popery, 
aad conformed to the Church of England, 
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of old Lord Peter, after whom he was 
nick named. He had the fame affe&ted 
airs, and a tinéture of the high flying no- 
tions of his reputed father. Thefe made 
him rather difguftful to Walter, who had 
learned his manners of Mr. Bull’s mother, 
when fhe was in her fober fenfes, and be- 
tween her and Lord Peter there had been 
‘along variance. When Peterfon per- 
ceived that his company was not defired, 
he had fo much good fenfe as to leave 
Walter’s plantation, and paddling acrofs 
a creck, feated himfelf on a point of land 
that ran out into the lake. Of this he ob. 
tained a leafe of his old mafter, and went 
to work in the fame manner as Walter had 
done, who, liking his company beft at a 
diftance, was willing to fupply him with 
bread and meat till he could fcramble for 
himfelf. Here he took to hufbandry, 
raifing corn and the narcotic weed, and 
buying up dlack cattle, and after a while 
turned his produce into his old mafter’s 
ware houfe, and received from him the 

5B annual 
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annual compliment of a waggon load of 
dung, excepting that when there had not 
been fo much as ufual made, he and Wal- 
ter were to fhare a load between them. 


To ingratiate himfelf flill farther with 
his old mafter, he accepted of a girl out 
of his family for a wife, (for John was al- 
ways fond of his tenants marrying for fear 
of their doing worfe) he took as little no- 
tice as poffible of his reputed father, and 
dropping, or difowning his ‘nick name of 
Peterfon, he affumed that of Marygold, 
which old Madam Bull underftood as a 
compliment to one of her daughters. He 
alfo made his court to the old lady by 
kneeling down and kiffing the fringe of 
her embroidered petticoat, as was the 
fafhion of that day. This ceremony, 
though a trifle in itfelf, helped much to 
recommend him to Mr. Bull, who was a 
very dutiful fon, and took his mother’s 
advice in moft parts of his bufinefs. In 
fhort, Cecilius was too much of a politi- 
cian 
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cian to fuppofe that filial affeGion ought 
to ftandin the way of a man’s intereft, 
and in this he judged as moft other men 
would have done in the fame circum~ 
ftances. 


PORK OK KS 


Le Eat TT Bom II. 


Sicknefs and delirium of Mr. Buxv’s moth- 
er.—Adventures of PzeREGRINE Pic- 
KLE.—Joun Copiinz.—Humpury 
PLOUGHSHARE.——-ROGER CARRIER; 
and Tostas WHEATEAR. 


DEAR SIRy, 


A\BOUT the time in which thefe 
firft dttempts were*making, and the fame 
of them had raifed much jealoufy among 
fome, and much expeétation among oth- 
ers, there happened a fad quarrel in Fohn 
Bull’s family. His mother,* poor wo- 
man, 

* The Church of England. : 
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man, had been feized with hyfteric fits, 
which caufed her at times to be delirious 
and full of all forts of whims. She had 
taken it into her head that every one of 
the family muft hold knife and fork 
and fpoon exaétly alike ; that they 
muft all wafh their hands and face 
precifely in the fame manner ; that 
they muft fit, fland, walk, kneel, bow, 
fpit, blow their nofes, and perform 
every other animal funétion by the exact 
rule of uniformity, which fhe had drawn 
up with her own hand, and from which 
they were not allowed to vary one hair’s 
breadth. If any one of the family com- 
plained of a lame ancle or ftiff knee, or 
had the crick in his neck, or happened to 
cut his finger, or was any other way fo 
difabled as not to perform his duty to a 
tittle, fhe was fo far from making the leaft 
allowance, that fhe would frown and {cold 
and rave like a bedlamite ; and John was 
fuch an obedient fon to his mother, that 
he would lend her his hand to box their 
ears, 
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ears,,or his foot to kick their backfdes, 
for not complying with her humoars. 
This way of proceeding raifed an uproar 
in the family; for though moft of them 
complied, either through affection for the 
old lady, or through fear, or fome other 
motive, yet others looked four, and grum- 
bled; fome would openly find fault and 
attempt to remonttrate, but they were an- 
fwered with a kick or a thump, or a cat. 
o’nine tails, or fhut up ina dark garret 
*till they, promifed a. compliance. Such 
was, the logic of the family i in thofe days! 


Amonc the number of the difaffected,. 


was PeregrinePickle, *a pretty ; clever fort of 
a fellow about his bufinefs, but a great lov- 


er of four crout, and of an humour that 


would not bear contradiction. However, 
ashe knew it would be fruitlefs to enter 
into a downright quarrel, and. yet 


could not live there in peace ; he had fo 
| | much 


® The Plymouth Adventurers, 
Be2 
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much prudence as to quit the houfe, 
which he did by getting out of the win- 
dow in the night. Not liking to be out 
of employ, he went to the houfe of Nic 
Frog,* his mafter’s old friend and rival, 
told him the ftory of his fufferings, and 
got leave to employ himfelf in one of his 
workfhops till the ftorm fhould be over. 
After he had been here a while, he 
thought Nick’s family were as much too 
loofe in their manners as Bull’s were too 
ftri& ; and having heard a ramour of the 
Foreft, to which Nick had fome kind of 
claim, he packed up his little all, and 
hired one of Nick’s fervants who had 
been there a hunting, to pilot him to that 
part of the Foreft to which Nick laid 
claim. But Frog had laid an anchor to 
windward of him; for as Pickle had faid 
nothing to him about a leafe, he fuppofed 
that when Peregrine had got into the For- 
eft he would take a leafe of his old maf- 
ter, Bull, which would ftrengthen his title, 
and 
* The States of Holland. 
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and weaken his own: he therefore bribed 
the pilot to fhew Peregrine to a barren 
part of the Foreft inftead of that fertile 
place* to which he had already fent his 
furveyors, and of which he was contriving 
to get poffeffion. Accordingly the pilot 
having conduéted Pickle to a fandy point 
which runs into the lake,t it being the 
dufk of the evening,t bade him good 
night, and walked off. Peregrine, who 
was fatigued with his march, laid down 
‘and went to fleep, but waking in the 
morning, faw himfelf alone in a very drea- 
ry fituation, where he could get nothing 
to live upon but clams, and a few acorns 
which the fquirrels had left. In this pit. 
eous plight the poor fellow folded his 
arms, and walking along the fandy beach, 
fell into fuch a foliloquy as this. ‘“ So 
much for travelling! Abufed by Bull, 
cheated by Frog, what am I at laft come 
to? Here I am alone, no creatures but 
bears, 


® Hudfon’s River. + Cape Cod. 
t The month of December. 














20 tHe FOREST-ERS. 


bears, and wolves, and {uch vermin around 
me! Nothing.in the fhape,of an human: | 
being that I know of, nearer than Pipe- 
weed’s plantation, and with him I cannot 
agree ; he is.fo devoted to old Dame Bull. — 
that he and I cannot live together any 
more than I could with the old woman.. 
But, why fhould I defpair? That is un- 
manly ;. there is at leaft a pofibility of my. 
living here, and if I am difappointed in: 
my worldly profpects, itis but right, for I 
profeffed not.to have any.. My with was. 
to-have my own,way, without difturbance 
or contradi@tion, and furely I can here: 
enjoy my liberty. 1. have nobody here 

to.cutfe me, or kick me, or cheat me. If 
I have only clams to eat, I.can cook them 

my own way, and fay as long a grace over 
themasI pleafe. I can fit or ftand,or kneel, 
or ufe any other pofture at my devotions, 

without any crofs old woman to growl at 

me, or.any. he&oring bully to. cuff, me for 

it, So that if I have loft in one way I 

have gained, in, another, -I had better 

therefore 
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therefore reconcile myfelf to my fituation 
and make the beft of a bad market. But 
company is good! Apropos! I will write 
to fome of my fellow-apprentices ; I know 
they were as difcontented as myfelf in old 
Bull’s family, though they did not care 
to {peak their minds as plainly as I did, 
I’ll tell them how much happinefs I en- 
joy here in my folitude. I’ll point out 
to them the charms of liberty, and coax 
them to follow me into the wildernefs ; 
and by and by, when we get all together, 
we fhall make a brave hand of it.” Full 
_of this refolution, he fat down on a wind- 
‘fallen tree, and pulling out his inkhorn 
‘and paper, wrote a letter to Fohn Codline, 
© Humphry Ploughfhare, and Roger Carrier, 
~™ three of his fellow-apprentices, informing 
them of the extreme happinefs he enjoy~ 
ed in having liberty to eat his fcanty 
meals in his own way, and to lay his 
{welled ancles and ftiff knee in whatever 
pofture was moft eafy to him, conjuring 
them by their former friendfhip, to come 
te 
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to join them in carrying on the good work 
fo happily begun, &c. &c. As foon ashe 
had finifhed the letter, (which had deep- 
ly engaged his attention) a huntfman 
happened to come along in queft of game. 

This was a lucky circumftance indeed, for 
Peregrine had not once thought of a con- 
veyance for his letter; it proved alfo fa— 
vourable to him in another view, for the 
hunt{man taking pity on his forlorn fitu- 
ation, {pared him fome powder and {fhot 
and a few bifcuit which he happened to. 
have in his pocket; fo taking charge of 
the letter, he delivered it as it was dire@. 


ed. 


Tuts letter arrived in good feafon, for 
old Madam had grown ‘much worfe fince 
Pickle had left the family: her vapours 
had increafed, and her longings and aver. 
fions were much ftronger. She had a 
ftrange lurch for embroidered petticoats. 
and high waving plumes; her Chriftmas 
pies muft have double the quantity of 
_ . fpice 
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fpice that was ufual; the fervants muft 
make three bows where they formerly 
made but one, and they muft never come 
into her prefence without having curled 
and powdered their hair in the pink of the 
mode, for fhe had an averfion to: every 
thing plain, and an high relifh for every 
thing gaudy. Befides, fhe had an high 
mettled chaplain* who was conftantly at 
her elbow, and faid prayers night and 
morning in a brocaded veft with a gilded | 
mitre on his head; and he exa€ted fo ma- 
ny bows and fcrapes of every one in the 
family that it would have puzzleda French 
dancing mafter to have kept pace with 
him. Nor would he perform the fervice 
at all unlefs a verger flood by him all the 
while with a yard-wand in his hand; and 
if any fervant or apprentice miffed one 
bow or fcrape, or made it at the wrong 
time, or dared to look off his book, or 
faid Amen ‘in the wrong place, rap went 
the ftick over his head and ears or knuc- 
kles. “It was in vain to appeal from the 
chaplain 
* Archbifhop Laud. 
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chaplain or the old Dame to their matter, 
for he was fo obedient a fon that he fuf- 
fered them to govern him as they pleaf- 
ed; nay, though broad hints were given 
| that the chaplain was an emiffary of lord 
Peter, and was taking advantage of the 
old lady’s hyfterics to bring the whole 
family into his intereft, John gave no 
heed to any of thefe infinuations. 





As foon as the letter of Peregrine Pic- 
Kle arrived, the apprentices, to whom it 
was directed, held a confultation what 
they fhould do. They were heartily tir- 
ed of the conduét of the chaplain; they 
lamented the old lady’s ill health, and 
wifhed for a cure; but there was at pref- 
ent no hope of it, and they concluded 
that it was beft to follow Pickle’s advice, 
and retire with him into the Foreft. 
‘Though they were infe€ted with the fpirit 
of adventure, yet they were a fet of wary 
fellows, and knew they could not with 
fafety venture thither unlefs they had a 
leafe 
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leafe of the land. Happily, however, for 
them, Bull had a little while before that 
put the affairs of the Foreft into the 
hands of a gentleman of the law,* with 
orders to fee that the matter was properly 
managed, fo as to vield him fome certain 
profit. ‘To this fage they applied, and 
for the proper fees, which they clubbed 
for between them, they obtained a leafe, 
under hand.and feal; wherein, for “ fun- 
dry caufes him thereunto moving, the faitl 
Bull did grant and convey. unto John 
Codline and his affociates, fo many acres 
of his Foreft, bounded fo and fo, and 
which they were to have, hold, and enjoy 
for ever and ever, yielding and paying fo 
and fo, and fo.forth.””, When this grand 
point was gained by the affiflance of the 
lawyer and his clerks, who knew how te 
manage bufinefs, the adventurers fold all 
their-{uperfluities to the pawn brokers, 
and got together what things they fup- 
pofed they fhould want, and leaving be- 
hind 


* The Council of Plymouth. 
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hind them a note on the compter,* to tell 
their mafter where they were bound, and 
what were their defigns: they fet off all 
together and got fafe into a part of the 
Foreft adjoining to Pickle, who hearing 
of their arrival, took his oaken ftaff in his 
hand and hobbled along as faft as his lame 
legs could carry him to fee them, and a 
joyful meeting indeed they had. Hav- 
ing laid their heads together, it was a- 
greed that Codline fhould fend for a girl 
whom he had courted,t and marry her, 
and that he fhould be confidered as the 
lord of the manor, that Pickle fhould have 
a leafe of that part which he had pitched 
upon, and that Ploughfhare and Carrier 
fhould for the prefent be confidered as 
members of Codline’s family. John had 
taken a great fancy to fifhing, and thought 
he could wholly or chiefly fubfift by it; | 
but Humphry had a mind fora farm; _ 
: fo 
* Letter written on board the Arabella, after the 


embarkation of the Mafflachufetts fettlers, 


+ The Maffachufetts charter. 
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fo after a while they parted in friend hip. 
Humphry, with a pack on his back and a 
{fpade in his hand, travelled acrofs the For- 
eft till he found a wide meadow with a 
large brook* running through it, which he 
fuppofed to be within John’s grant, and 
intended ftill to confider himfelf as a dif. 
tant member of the family. But as it fell 
out otherwife,. he was obliged to get a 
new leafe, to which Mr. Frog made fome 
objections,. but. they were over ruled ; 
and foon.after another old fellow fervant, 
Topras WHEATEAR,t came and fat 
. down by him.. They beiag fo much a- 
like in their views and difpofitions, agreed 
to live. together as intimates, though in 
two families, which they did till Wheat- 
ear’s death, when Ploughfhare became his 
fole heir, and the eftate has ever fince been 
his. This Humphry was always a very 
induftrions, frugal, faving hufband ; and 
his wife, though a formal ftrait laced fort 
of 


* Conneéticut river. 
t Colony of New-Haven. 
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of a body, yet always minded her fpinning 
and knitting, and took excellent care of 
her dairy. She always clothed her chil- 
dren in homefpun garments, and fcarcely 
ever {pent a farthing fer outlandifh trink- 
ets. The family and all its concerns were 
under very exaét regulations : not one of 
them was fuffered to peep out of doors af. 
er the fun was fet. It was never allow- 
éd to brew on Saturday, left the beer 
fhould break the Fourth Commandment 
by working on Sunday : and once it is 
faid the ftallion was impounded a whole 
week for having held crim. con. with the 
mare while the Old Gentleman wasat his 
devotions. _Bating thefe peculiarities, 
(and every body has fome) Humphry was 
a very good fort of man, a kind neighbor, 
very thriving, and made a refpectable 
figure, though he lived a retired life, and 
did not much follow the fafhions, yet he 
railed a good eftate, and brought up a 
large family, who knew how to get their 
living wherever they could find land. 
LETTER 
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LE.T T E.R II. . 


Joun Coptine quarrels with Rocer 
Carrier, and turns him out of doors. 
CARRIER retires to another part of the 
Foreft. Copuine furveys his Land ; 
takes RopeRtT LumBer ander his pro- 
teticon—Begins a fuit with the Fifher- 
men of Lewts, which, with other inci= 
dents, excites the jealoufy of Mr. Burt. 


DEAR. SIR,., 


AF TER Ploughfhare’s depar-= 
ture, John Codline with his family kept 
on their fifhing and planting, and fome- 
times went a hunting, fo that they made 
eut.to get a tolerable fubfiftence. John’s 
family grew, and he fettled his fons as fait 
as they became of age, to live by them 
felves; and when any of his old acquaint- 
ance came to fee him, he .bade them 
welcome, and was their very good friend, 

as 
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as long as they continued to be of his mind, 
and no longer; for he was a very prag- 
matical fort of a fellow, and loved to have 
his own way in every thing. This was the 
caufe of a quarrel between him and Roger 
Carrier, for it happened that Roger had 
taken a fancy to dip his head into water,* 
as the moft effeétual way of wafhing his 
face, and thought it could not be made 
fo clean in any other way. John, who 
uled the conimon way of taking water in 
his hand, to wath his face, was difpleafed 
with Roger’s innovation, and remonftrat- 
ed againfi it. The remonftrance had no 
other effect, than to fix Roger’s opinion 
more firmly, and as a farther improve- 
ment on his new plan, he pretended that 
no perfon ought to have his face wafhed 
till he was capable of doing it himfelf, 
without any afliftance from his parents. 
John was out of patience with this addi. 
tion, and plumply told him, that if he did 
not reform his principles and practice, he 
; would 
* Anabaptifts. 
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would fine him, or flog him, or kick him 
out of doors. ‘Thefe threats put Roger 
on inventing other odd and whimfical o- 
pinions. He took offence at the letter X, 
and would have had it expunged from the 
alphabet.* He would not do hisdaty at 
a military mufter, becaufe there was an 
X in the colours. After a while he be- 
gan to feruple the lawfulnefs:of bearing 
arms, and killing wild beafts. But, poor 
fellow! the worft of all was, that being 
feized with a fhaking palfy,;t+ ‘which af- 
fe€ted every limb and joint of him, his 
fpeech was fo altered that he was unable to 
pronounce certain letters and fyllables as 
he had been ufed todo.  Thefe oddities 
and defeéts rendered him more and more 
difagreeable to ‘his old friend, who, how- 
ever, kept his temper as well as he could, 
till one day, as John was faying a long 
grace over his meat, Roger kept his hat 
on the whole time. As foon as the'cere- 
mony 


* Roger Williams’s zeal againft the fign of the crofs. 


+ Quakers, 
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mony was over, John took up a-cafe knife 
from the table, and gave Roger a blow on. 
the ear with the broad fide of it,. then 
with a rifing ftroke turned off his hat. 
Roger faid nothing, but taking up his hat 
put it on: again; at which John broke 
out into fuch a paffionate fpeech as this— 
“You impudent {coundrel ! is it come to 
this! Have I not borne with your whims 
and fidgets thefe many years, and. yet 
they grow upon you? Have I not talked 
with you time after time, and proved to 
you as plain as the nofe in your face that 
your notions are wrong ?: Have I not or- 
dered you to leave them off, and warned 
you of the confequence, and. yet you-have 
gone on from bad to worfe ?. You began 
with dipping your head into water, and 

would have all the family do the fame, 

pretending there was no other way of 
wafhing the face. You would haye had 

the children go dirty all their days, under 

pretence that they were not able to wath 

their own faces, and fo they muft have 

looked 
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looked like the pigs till they were-grown 
up. Then you would talk your own 
balderdafh linguo, thee and thou, and nan 
forfooth—and now you muft keep your 
hat on when I am at my devotions, and I 
fuppofe would be glad to have the whole 
family do the fame! There is no bearing 
with you any longer—fo now—hear me, 
I give you fair warning, if you don’t mend 
your manners, and retraét your errors, 
and promife reformation, 1’ll kick you 
out of the houfe. I?ll have no fuch re- 
fractory fellows here :.I came into this for- 
eft for reformation, and reformation I will 
have.’’ 


“FRrEND John ffaid Roger) doft not 
thou remember when thou and 1 lived to- 
gether in friend Bull’s family, how hard 
thou didft think it to be compelled to look 
on thy book all the time that the hooded 
chaplain was reading the prayers, and how 
many knocks and thumps thou and I had 
for offering to ufe our liberty, which we 
- thought 
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thought we had a right to? Didft thou 
not come hitherunto for the fake of en- 
joying thy liberty, and did not:I.come to 
enjoy mine ? Wherefore then doft thou 
affume to deprive me of the right which 
thou claimeft for thyfelf ?’” 


“ Don’r tell:me (anfwered John) of 
right and of liberty—you have as much 
liberty as any.man ought to have.. You 
have liberty to do right, and no-man ought 
to have liberty to do wrong.” 


“Wo is to be judge (replied Roger) 
what is right or what is wrong ? Ought not 
I to judge for myfelf ? or, Thinkeft thou 
it is thy place to judge for me ?” 


“Wo is to be judge (faid John) why 
the book is to be judge—and I have prov- 
ed’by the book over and over again that 
you are wrong, and therefore you are 
wrong, and you have no liberty to do any 
thing but what is right.” 


“Bur 
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“Bur friend John (faid Roger) who 
is to judge whether thou haft proved my 
Opinions or condu& to be HIRE end 
or] ?” 


“Come, come, (faid John) not fo clofe 
neither—none of your idle diftin@ions : I 
Jay you are in the wrong, Ihave proved 
it, and you Anow it; you have finned againft 
your own confcience, and therefore you 
deferve to be cut off as an incorrigible 
heretic,’’ 


“ How doft thou know (faid Roger) 
that I have finned againft my own con- 


{cience ? Canft thou fearch the heart ?” 


Ar this John was fo enraged that he 
gave him a {mart kick on the pofteriors, 
and bade him be gone out of his houfe, 
and off his lands, and called after him to 
tell him, that if ever he fhould catch him 
there again he would knock his brains 
out. Roger, having experienced the logic 
of the foot, applied to the feat of honor, 
walked 
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walked off, with as much meeknefs as hu- 
man nature is capable of, on fuch occa- 
fions-; and having travelled as far as he 
fuppofed to be out of the limits of John’s | 
leafe, laid himfelf down by the fide of a. 
clear rivulet, which flowed down a hill; | 
here he compofed himfelf to fleep, and 
-on his awaking found feveral bears about 
him, but none offered him any infult. 
Upon which he faid, and minuted it down~ 
in his pocket book, “ Surely the beafts of 
the wildernefs are in friendfhip with me, 
and this is defigned by Providence* as my 
refting place ; here, therefore, will I pitch 
‘my tabernacle, and here fhall I dwell 
more in peace, though furrounded by 
bears and wolves, than when in the midft 
-of thofe whom I counted my brethren.’’ 


On this fpot he built an hut, and hav- 
ing taken poffeffion, made a vifit to his old 
‘matter Bull, who gave him a leafe of the 

| place, 


* The town of Providence was built by emigrants 
from Maffachufetts, -of whom Roger Williams was 
head. 











THE FORESTERS. 27 


place, with an ifland or two in an adjoin. 
ing cove of the great lake, and recom. 
mended to him a wife, by whom he had a 
few children; but his plantation was chief. 
ly increafed by the flocking of ftrangers 
to him; for he was a very hofpitable 


tman, and made it a rule in his family not: 


to refufe any who fhould come, whether 
Jame or blind, fhort or tall, whether they 
_had two eyes or one, whether they fquint- 
ed or flammered, or limped, or had any 
other natural defe&t or impediment ; it 
was another’rule that every one fhould 
bear with the infirmities ef his neigh. 
bours, and help one another as they were 
able. Once as I was pafling through 
Roger’s plantatton I faw one man carry- 
ing another on his fhoulders, which, at 
firft, I thought a very odd fight; upon 
coming up to them, I perceived that the 
lower one was blind, and the upper one 
was lame, fo as they had but one pair of 
eyes, and one pair of legs between them, 
the lame man ayailed himfelf of the blind 
D man’s 
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man’s legs, and he of the other’s eyes, and 
both went along very well together. I 
remember alfo, that as I paffed along, the 
fences were in fome places made of very 
crooked, knotty rails; but the crooks and 
knots were made to fay into each other fo 
cleverly, that the fences were as tight as if 
they had been made of ftuff fawed ever fo 
even; a circumftance which convinced 
me that very crooked things might be put 
together, to advantage, if proper pains 
were taken. 





Wuen John Codline had fettled the 
controverly with Roger, by kicking him 
out of doors, he began to look about him 
to fee what his neighbours were doing. 
Having found a young fellow on his north 
eaftern limits, who had come thither with- 
out his knowledge or permiflion, he took 
it into his head to furvey the extent of 
his grounds. The words of his leafe were 
rather ambiguous, and by virtue-thereof 
he thought it convenient to extend his 
claims 
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claims over the lands on which Rober 
Lumber (for that was the name of the 
_ young fellow) had fettled.* It feems that 
Bob had been fent by fome of John Bull’s 
family to ereét a fifhing ftage on the bor- 
ders of the lake, and the lawyer who had 
the care of the foreft not being acquainted 
fo much as he ought to have been with 
the fituation of the lands, or having no 
knowledge of the art of furveying, had 
made out a leafe which lapped over Cod- 
line’s; fo that each of them had a claim 
upon the fame land. In fome circum- 
ftances this might have been deemed un- 
fortunate, but as it happened it proved 
lucky for poor Bob—his employers had 
left him in the lurch, and he would have 
ftarved to death if John had not taken 
him under his wing and fent him provil= 
ions to keep himalive. Healfo lent him 
a hand to clear up the bufhes, and fur- 
nifhed him with materials to build a faw 
mill. 


* New Hampfhire was granted to John Mafon, and 
the claim defcended to Robert Mafon. 
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mill, ~ This fet Bob on his own legs, and 
he proved a fturdy faithful fellow. He 
was of great fervice to John in. killing 
bears and wolves that infefted his planta. 
tion; and when he himfelf was in dan. 
ger, John lent him powder, fhot, and 
flints, and fent hands to help him, and in 
fo doing he ferved himfelf as well as his 
neighbour, which was no breach of moral. 
ity. Thus they lived pretty peaceably 
together, till after a while Bob’s old own- 
ers found. the land was grown good for 
fomething, and then (without paying 
John fer his affiftance in making it fo) 
appealed to Mr. Bull, and got it away, 
and took a large flice of John’s land into 
the bargain.* This was a matter which 
{tuck in John’s throat a great while, and 
if I am rightly informed he has hardly 
{wallowed it yet, He did not think him- 
felf fairly dealt by, though he had.all Per- 
egrine Pickle’s land put into a new leafe 


which 


* The fettling the line between Maffachufetts and 
New Hamphhire. 
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which Bull. gave him. ‘To be fhort, John: 
Codline and John Bull never heartily 
Joved. one another ; they were in their 
temper and difpofition. too much alike ; 
each was eternally jealous of the other: 
and this jealoufy was kept alive by a va- 
riety of incidents which it would be too 
tedious to enumerate. One of them, 
however, was of fo fingular a nature that 
I think it deferves to be remembered. It 
was this, Old Lewis had ereéted a fith- 
ing ftage and ware houfe* on the north 
_ eaft, which interfered with Codline’s fa- 
vorite employment. Without confult- 
ing his old Mafter Bull, or waiting for his 
advice or orders, Jack fent a bailiff with 
a writ of intrufion to the fifhermen and 
began a fuit in law; Mr. Bull hearing of 
it, was glad to take advantage of the cir- 
cumftance and fee council in the caule, 
which finally went in his favour. But 
though the iffue of the caufe was of fo 
much advantage to him ; yet he ever af- 


ter 


* Lonifburg. 
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ter looked upon Codline as a forward, 
faucy fellow, for running on that errand 
before he was fent ; and there were not 
wanting perfons who were continually - 
buzzing in his ear, to keep a good look 
out on that impudent jackanapes, or he 
would foon begin to think himfelf as good 
aman as his mafter. 


LETTER 
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Lok iy DB Rib! 


Attempt of Nicotas Froc and Gusra- 
vus the Ironmonger, to intrude into the 
Foreft.—Thewr guarrel,—_Mr. Buwu’s 
ficknefs and delirium.—His policy in 
paying his debts—His quarrel with 
Froc, and its termination by comprom- 
ife—Plantation of Cart-Rut and 
Bare-ciay, called Cmsanza.—Leafe 
to CHARLES INDIGO. 


DEAR SIR, 


In my laft letter I had got a lit- 
tle too forward in my ftory, in point of 
time; but as I write by piecemeal, and 
often ina hurry, you muft excufe chro- 
nological inaccuracy. I now go back to 
tell you, that between the lands oecupied 
by Marygold, and thofe on which Plough- 
fhare had made his fettlement, was a large 


traét of wafte, where none of Mr. Bull’s 
family 
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family had ever been; but the report of 
the plantations which one and another of 
them had made, drew the attention of 
Bull’s neighbours. ‘Among thefe, Nico- 
las Frog* was not an idle fpectator. He 
was as fly a fellow as you will meet with 
in a fummer’s day, always attentive to his 
intereft, and never let flip an opportunity 
to promote it. Obferving that Mr: Bull 
was rather carelefs of the Foreft, and 
trufted his lawyers and fervants with the 
management of it, and knowing there 
was a large flice of it unoccupied, he 
clandeftinely fent out fome furveyors in 
the difguife of hunters, to make a defcrip. 
tion of the country, and report to him at 
their return. _ Another good neighbour, 
Gujtavus the ironmongert was gaping af- 
ter it, and gave out word among his jour- 

neymen, that if any of them would ad- 

venture.thither and fet up their trade, he 

would uphold them in their pretenfions, 

and lend them any affiftance in his power. 

Accordingly 
* The Duteh. t+ The King of Sweden. 
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Accordingly one of them, by the name of 
Cafimir, ventured to make a beginning on 
the fhore of a navigable creek ;* but did 
not care to penetrate far into the country, 
on account of the wolves and bears, which 
were very numerous thereabouts. As 
foon as Frog heard of this, he picked a 
quarrel with Guftavus, and infifted that 
the land was his by poffeffion, becaufe 
he had already fent furveyors thither. 
It happened, however, that the place 
which Frog’s people had pitched upon 
was at the mouth of another creek,ft ata 
confiderable diftance; where they had 
built a hut, on a point of land, and far. 
ther up the creek had ereéted a kind of 
lodge or hunting houfe,t for the conven- 
yence of colle@ing game. Oni this plant- 
ation Frog had placed Peter Sizver, a one- 
legged fellow, as his overfeer. As foon 
as Peter heard of the quarrel between his 
mafter and Guftavus, he thought the 
quickeft way of ending it was the beft; 
and 
* The Delaware. + Hudfon’s River. ft Albany. 
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and therefore, without waiting for orders 
or ceremony, he went and commanded 
Cafimir off the ground; and with one of 
his crutches beat his houfe to pieces a- 
bout his ears. The poor fellow ftared at 
this rough treatment; but was glad to ef- 
cape with whole bones, and humbly re- 
quefted leave to.remain there with his 
tools, promifing to follow his bufinefs 
quietly, and become an obedient fervant 
to Mr, Frog; upon thefe conditions he 
was permitted to remain, and the whole 
tract was reputed Frog’s property. 


While thefe things were doing, John 
Bull was confined to his houfe with a vi- 
olent fever and. delirium,* under which 
he laboured for a long time, and his im- 
agination was the feat of every wild freak 
and ftrange vagary. One while he fan- 
cied himfelf an abfolute monarch ; then, a 
prefbyterian clergyman ; thena general of 
horfe; then a lord proteétor : His noddle 

was 
* The civil wars in England. 
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was filled with a jumble of polemic divin- 
ity, political difputes, and military ar- 
rangements, and it was not till after much 
blood letting, bliftering, vomiting and 
purging, that he began to mend. Under 
this fevere, but wholefome regimen, he at 
length grew cool and came to himfelf, 
but found on his recovery that his affairs 
had gone behind hand during his fick- 
nefs. Befide the lofs of bufinefs, he had 
phyficians’ and apothecaries’ bills to pay, 
and thofe who had attended upon him as 
nurfes, watchers, porters, &c. all ex- 
peed wages or douceurs, and were con- 
tinually haunting him with, How does 
your honour do? I am glad to fee your 
honour fo well as tobe abroad. Some 
one or more were continually putting 
themfelves in his way, and if they did not 
dire@tly dun him for payment, their looks 
were fo fignificant that a man of lefs pen- 
etration could eafily have guefled what 
was their meaning. 

Bui 
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Buu was fomewhat perplexed how to 
an{wer all their demands and expeéta- 
tions. He was too far behind hand to 
be able to fatisfy them, and withal too 
generous to let them remain unpaid. At 
length he hit on this expedient : “ Thefe 
fellows, {aid he to himfelf, have ferved me 
well, and may be of ufe to me again. 
There is yet a confiderable part of my 
foreft unoccupied. I'll offer to leafe 
them traéts of land which coft me sothing, 
and if they will accept them ata low rent, 
they may prove ufeful fervants, and I 
fhall be a gainer as well as they.”” Hav- 
ing come to this refolution, he began to 
enquire into the affairs of his foreft, and 
found that his neighbours had intruded up- 
on hisclaim. Lewis had taken poffeffion 
at one end ;* Lord Strut at the other ;f 
and Nic Frog in the middle,§ and his own 
tenants had been quarrelling with their 
new ‘neighbours, as well as among them- 


felves, 
* Canada poffeffed by the French. + Florida pof- 
feffed by the Spaniards. § New Amfterdam and 


the New Netherlands, by the Dutch. 
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felves. “ Hey day! fays John, this will 
never do; I muft. keep a good look out 
upon thefe dogs, or they will get the ad- 
vantage of me.’? Away he goes to Frog, 
and begun to complain of the ill treat. 
ment which he had received. Frog, who 
had no mind either to quarrel, or to cry 
peccavi, like a fly, evafive whore fon as 
he was, fhrugged up his fhoulders, dif- 
owned what his fervants had done, and 
faid, he fuppofed they only meant to kill 
game, and did not intend to hold poffef- 
fion. Bull was not to be put of fo; his 
blood was up and he deterinined to treat 
Frog’s fervants as they had treated Cali. 
mir. So, calling a trufty old ftud out of 
his compting houfe, ‘‘ Here Bob,* {aid he, 
take one of my fervants with a couple of 
blood hounds, and go to that part of the 
foreft where Peter Stiver has encroached, 
give him fair warning ; tell him the iand 
is mine, and I will have it; if he gives up 
2 at 

* Sir Robert Carr’s expedition againf{t Newam- 

fterdam, now Newyork. 
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at once, treat him well and tell him I’ll 


give him leave to remain there; but if he 
offers to make any refiftance, or hefitates 


about an anfwer, fet your dogs at him and 
drive him off; kill his cattle and fet his 
houfe on fire; never fear, I’ll bear you 


out init.’?. Away goes Bob and deliver- 


ed his meflage; Peter at firft thought it a 
matter of amufement, and began to divert 
himfelf with it; but as foon as the dogs 
opened upon him he found his miftake, 
and rather than tun the rifk of being 
driven off, he quietly fubmitted to the 
conditions propofed. ‘‘ Hang it, faid he 
to himfelf, what care I who is my land- 
lord? Gain is my obje&t; 1 have already 
been at great expenfe, and have a prof- 
pect of getting an eftate. To remove 
will ruin me; I'll therefore ftay here, and 
make money under Bull, or Frog, or any 
other mafter that will let me ftay.”” 


In a fubfequent quarrel which happen- 
ed between Bull and Frog—the latter 
. feized 
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feized upon this plantation again, and 
Peter recognized his old mafter; but up- 
on a compromife it was given up to Bull 
in exchange for a tract of {wamp* which 
lay far to the fouthward. Peter contin- 
ued on the ground through all thefe 
changes, and followed his bufinefs with 
great diligence, collecting game and pelts, 
and vending them fometimes to Mr. 
Bull, and fometimesto Mr. Frog. How- 
ever, Bull thought it beft, that in token of 
fubjeétion, Stiver fhould change his name ; 
to which he confented, and partly to 
pleafe his new mafter, and partly to re- 
tain the remembrance of his old one, he 
affumed the name of Bullfrog. 


Tue whole tra which was thus got- 
ten from Frog, was thought too large for 
one plantation, and therefore Mr.. Bull, 
in purfuance of the plan which he had 
formed appropriated the rents of the 
plantation, on which Bullfrog was: feats 
ed, to his brother, andthe other was lea{- 

ed 


* Surrinam. 
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ed to two of his fervants, Carrrut and 
BarecLay, and fometime after another 
tract was fet off to WitttAm Broap- 
BRIM, whofe father had been an affidu- 
ous ratcatcherin Mr. Bull’s family; but 
more of this hereafter. 


Cartrurt and Bareclay agreed to di. 
vide their land into two farms, which they 
called the eaft and weft farms ;* but when 
they came to run the divifion line, their 
compaffes differed fo much that they 
could not fix the boundary. This was 
one caufe of diflention. Another was the 
different humors and difpofitions of their 
families. Thofe on the Eaft farm were 
brought up under Mr. Bull’s fitter Pec,t 
and as it is well known that fhe and her 
brother had long been at variance, fo their 
domeftics had got tinétured with the no- 
tions and prejudices of their refpe@ive 
families. The family on the Weft farm 
was made up of perfons who were fubje& 


to 
* Baft and Weft Jerfey. 
7 The church of Scotland, 
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to the epidemic ague or fhaking palfy ;* 
with fome ftruggles from Bullfrog’s and 
Cafimir’s families. From this diverfity 
of conftitutions and humours arofe bick- 
erings and quarrels, a difinclination to 
work and fubmit to family government. 
Thefe diforders continued a long while, 
and bufinefs. went on very flowly, till at 
length the heads of both families agreed 
to give up their feparate leafes, and take a 
new one of. the whole, and let Mr. Bull 
appoint an overfeer. By thefe means 
peace was reftored, and the new overfeer, 
who was: fuppofed to be a defcendant of 
Juvius Casar, gave the name of his an- 
-ceftor to the farm, which has: ever fince 
been called Czsarea. 


THERE was another portion. of the for. 
eft, which lay fouthward of Walter Pipe- 
weed’s plantation, and which no perfon 
had yet taken up, though fome had made 
attempts and had been driven off by the 


numberlefs 
* The Quakers. 
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numberlefs mufquitoes. and fand flies, 
which abounded in thofe places. Mr. 
Bull was ftill defirous to reward his 
friends in the cheape/t' manner, and at the 
fame time to keep his neighbors from en- 
croaching upon him, and fecure the pof- 
{effion of the foreft to himfelf. In pur- 
fuance of his plan, and to make fhort work 
of it at once, he leafed the -whole of this 
fouthern extremity to Cuarves Inpi- 
co,* who was exprefsly ordered to. take 
under his care and into his family all per- 
fons who had attended Mr. Bull, in his 


_ tate ficknefs, in quality of nurfes, drug- 


gills, apothecaries, laundreffes, uphol.. 
fters, porters, watchers, &c. &c. By this. 
order Charles found himfelf at once fure 
rounded by a large body of retainers of 
various ranks and qualities, and being a 
{peculator himfelf, he employed a fpecu- 
lative man, Mr. Padlock, who had writ- 
ten a large treatife upon Jdeas, to draw 
up fome rules, for the management of 
fuch a family, intending when he fhould 


build 


* The Carolina company. 
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build an houfe, to pafte it up in the par- 
lour, as a direCtory to his wife. Accord. 
ingly Mr. Padlock went to work, and with 
an exquifite mixture of political and met- 
aphyfical knowledge, diftinguifhed be- 
tween the hall, the parlour, the dreffing 
room, the gallery, the mufic room, the 
bed chambers, the chapel, the kitchen, the 


water clofet, &c. fhewing what was to be: 


done in each, and the proper fubordina- 
tion of one to the other, all which would 
have been of excellent fervicein.a palace, 
and among people who had got.tova higlt 
degree of refinement, but was ill fuited to 
the circumftances of new adventurers ina 
foreft. They rather needed to be in- 
ftru@ted in the method of felling trees, 
draining fwamps, digging clams,. guard- 
ing againft mufquitoes, killing wolves and 
bears, and ere€ting huts to keep off the 
weather. To thefe neceffary affairs they 
were obliged to attend, and Mr. Padlock’s 
fine fpun rules were: laid by and little 
thought of, 
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Cuarves had pitched upon a fandy 


point, between two brooks, for his man- 
fion houfe, and had made a {mall begin- 
ning, when his repofe was difturbed by 
one AucusTINE,* a lubberly fellow, who 
had taken a leafe of Lord Strut, and liv- 
ed farther fouthward. This Strut was 
the largeft landholder in the country, and 
was never fatisfied with adding field to 
field. He had already got much more 
than he could manage, and had greatly 
impoverifhed his homeftead by attending 
to his extra territories.» His tenants were 
infeéted with the fame land fever, and 
wifhed to have no neighbors within fight 
or call. From this envious difpofition 
Auguftine colleéted a rabble of loufy fel- 
lows, and was coming to-difpoffefs Charles, 
thinking him too weak to make a defence : 

but Charles was a lad of too: much Spunk 

to be brow beaten. He armed all his 

people with fome weapon or other, and 

advanced till he came within fight of the 


place 
* St. Auguftine in Florida. 
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place where Auguftine was, who on f{ee- 
ing him, took wit in his anger, and went 
back, without attempting any mifchief. 


ANOTHER difficulty which Charles ex. 
pected to encounter was from the wild 
beafts; but luckily'for him, thefe crea 
tures got into a quarrel among them- 
felves, and fought with each other till 
they had thinned their numbers confider- 
bly, fo that Charles and his companions 
could venture into the woods, where they 
caught fome few and tamed them, as was 
theufual practice among all Mr. Bull’s ten- 
ants atthat day. Of this praétice a more 
particular account {fhall be given in my 
next letter, ADIEU. 
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LE.T T.E RV. 


Mr. Burr's project of taming wild ant- 
mals,—Its, execution by his, tenants.— 
Their different. motions, and conduct im - 
this matter. | 


DEAR SIR, 


You mutt have remarked in your 
acquaintance with the life and charatter 
of Mr. John Bull, that he is very whim- 
fical, and as pofitive as whimfical. Among 
other advantages which he expected from 
the fettlement of his Foreft, one was, that 
the wild animals whom nature had made 
ferocious and untractable in the higheft 
degree, would be rendered tame and fer- 
viceable, by receiving inftruétion and edu- 
cation from the nurturing hand of hu- 
manity.. He had conceived a notion that 
every creature has certain latent princi- 
ples and qualities which form a founda- 
tion 
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tion for improvement; and he thought it 
a great piece of injuftice that thefe quali- 
ties fhould be fuffered to remain unculti- 
vated : he had a mind that experiments 
fhould be attempted to difcover how far 
this kind of cultivation was praéticable, 
and what ufe could:be made of the ani- 
mal powers under the dire€tion and. con- 
trol of rational’ government. Full of 
this idea, he came toa refolution, that it 
fhould be the duty of every one of his 
tenants to catch wild beafts of various 
forts, and difcipline them fo as to find out 
their feveral properties and capacities, and 
ufe them accordingly; and this kind-of 
fervice was mentioned in their refpelive 
leafes as. one condition of the grants, 


Some of the tenants, particularly Pere- 
grine Pickle, John Codline, and Hum- 
phry Ploughfhare, entered zealoufly into 
the meafure from principle. They had, 
during Mr.,Bull’s ficknefs and delirium, 
before {poken of, formed an affociation 
for 
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for'their mutual fafety.* The obje@ of 
their union was two fold: firft, to endea- 
vour by all fair means to tame and difci+ 
pline the wild beafts ; and fecondly, in 
cafe of their proving refractory, to defend 
themfelves agatnft their attacks. The . 
other tenants did fomething in the fame 
way; fome from one principle, and fome 
from another. Peter Bullfrog, who was 
as: cunning as: any of them, made ufe of 
thofe which he had tamed as his caterers, 
to provide game for his table, of which 
the feathers and furs ferved him as_arti- 
cles of traffic, and brought him in a pro- 
fitable return. 


Tue. principal confideration (fetting 
afide intereft) which induced the more 
zealous of the Forefters to enter into this 
bufinefs, was. an idea, that thefe animals 
were a degenerated part of the human 
fpecies, and might be reftored to their 
proper rank and order if due pains were 


taken. The grounds of this opinion were 
thefe: 


® The united colonies of New England, 1643. 
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thefe: Arhong the traditions of the ancient 
Druids there was a ftory, that out of twelve 
families which inhabited a certain diftrict 
by themfelves, ten had been loft, and no 
account could be given of them ; and, 
Where, faid they, is it more likely to find 
them than in this foreft, in the fhape of 
fome other creatures ? efpecially, if the 
do€rine of TRANSMIGRATION, which 
the Druids held be true. Another tra. 
dition was, that one of Mr. Bull’s great 
great uncles, by the name of Madok, had 
many years ago difappeared, and the laf 
accounts which had been received of him 

was, that he had been feen going towards , 
this foreft; hence it was concluded that 
his defcendants muft be found there. In 
confirmation of this argument, it was al. 
leged, that the founds which fome of 
thefe creatures made in their howlings, 
refembled the language fpoken in that 
day: nay, fome were pofitive that they 
had heard them pronounce the word 
Madokawando ;* and one hunter roundly 


{wore 
* The name of 2 Sachem at Penobfcot. 
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fwore that he had’ feen in the den of a 
bear, an old book which he fuppofed to be 
2 Bible written in the Celtic language, and 
this book they concluded muft have been 
left there by Madok, who could read and 
fpeak no other language. Another very 
material circumftance was the difcovery 
of a rock by the fide of a brook,* in- 
{cribed with fome charaéters which bore 
no tefemblance to any kind of writing, 
ancient or modern; the conclufion from 
hence was, that it muft be of the remot- 
eft antiquity: this rock was deemed an 
unaccountable curiofity, till a certan vir- 
tuofo took into his noddle, firft to ima- 
sine, and then to become extremely po- 
fitive that the chara&ters were Punic; and 
finally this infcription was tranflated, and 
affirmed to be nothing lefs than a treaty 
of alliance and commerce between the 
Phenicians and the firft inhabitants of 
this foreft. From all thefe premifesit was 
inferred, 


* The celebrated rock, at Dighton in Maffachu- 
, 5) 
fetts, 
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inferred, with fome plaufibility, and more 
pofitivenels, that one {pecies at leaft of the 
favage animals was defcended from Madok, 
and that the others were the polfterity of 
the long loft ten families, who were well 
known to have had a commercial con- 
nexion with the Phenicians, and_ that 
thefe probably found out their haunt, 
and followed them for the fake of their 
former friendfhip. What happy light 
do modern difcoveries and conjectures 
throw on the dark pages of antiquity ! 


From thefe principles, as well as from 
motives of humanity and of intereft, fome 
of the Forefters entered with zeal on the 
confideration and practice of the betft 
methods to fulfil this condition of their 
grants, the difciplining the favage ani- 
mals, and they certainly deferve praife for 
their honeft endeavours; but, others who 
pretended to the fame zeal, it is to be la- 
mented, made ule of this pretence to cov- 
er their vanity or their avarice. Had 
none 
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none but gentle means been ufed, it 
is probable more good might, on the 
whole, have been produced ; but as it 
often happens that many a good projeét 
has been ruined for want of pradence’in 
the execution, fo it fared with this; for 
while the new comers were bufy in 
putting up their huts, and preparing the 
Jand for cultivation, both which were 
neceffary before they could attend to any 
_other bufinefs, fome of the favage tribe 
would be a little impertinent, either by 
peeping into the huts, or breaking up 
a neft where the poultry were hatching, 
or carrying off a chick ora gofling. Thefe 
impertinencies bred frequent quarrels, 
and the poor creatures were fometimes 
driven off with bloody nofes, or obliged 
to hop on three legs, or even laid {prawl- 
ing and flyly covéred with earth, no fer- 
vice or ceremony being faid over the car- 
cafs, and no other epitaph than “ Poh, 
they are nothing but brutes, and where’s 
the 
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the harm of killing them!’ or in rhyme 
thus : 


‘¢ Tit for tat, tit for tat, 
¢ He {tole my chick and L broke his back.”’ 


Wuarever plaufible excufes might 
have been made for thefe proceedings, 
they ferved to render the creatures jealous 
of their new neighbors ; but inftead of a- 
bating their appetite for mifchief, it fharp- 
ened their invention. to take more fly 
methods of accomplifhing if. The more 
wary of them kept aloof in the day time, 
and’ would: not be enticed by the arts 
which were ufed’to draw them in; how- 
ever, they were fometimes pinched for 
food; and’ the new inhabitants: ufed to 
throw crufts of bread, handfuls of corn, 
and other eatables, in their way, which 
allured them by degrees to familiarity. 
After'a while it was found that nothing 
fucceeded fo well as molaffes. It was there- 
fore thought’a capital manoeuvre to drop 
a train of it on the ground, which the 
Fk" 2 creatures 
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creatures would follow, licking it, till they 
had infenfibly got up to the doors of the 
houfes, where, if any body held a bowl 
or a plate befmeared with the liquor, they 
would come and put their nofes into it, 
and then you might pat them on the back 
and fides, or ftroke them, faying, “ Poor 
Bruin, poor Ifgrim, poor Reynard, poor 
Pufs,’”’ and the like, and they fhould fuf. 
fer thamfelves to be handled and fondled 
till they dropped afleep. When they a- 
waked they would make a moan and wag 
their tails as if they were afking for more, 
and if it was denied them, they would 
retire to the woods in difguft, till the fcent 
of the molaffes operating on their depray- 
ed appetites, invited them to return where 
it was ta.be had. This was upon repeat- 
ed trial found to be the moft effeétual way 
of taming them, as they might be taught 
to imitate any kind of tricks and geftures 
if a difh of molaffes was held out as a re- 
ward, 





Tue 











THE FORESTERS. 67 


Tue Forefters knew that they could 
not ingratiate themfelves better with their 
old mafter Bull, than by humouring his 
itch for projeéts. They therefore took 
care to raife reports and write letters from 
time to time .concerning the wonderful 
fuccefs which they had met with in civil- 
izing the favagé animals. Bull was great- 
ly pleafed with thefe reports, and made a 
praétice of fending prefents of trinkets to 
bé diftributed among them ; fuch as col. 
lars, earrings, and nofejewels. Several 
times fome of the moft ftately and beft 
inftruéted of them were carried to his 
houfe for a fhow, where he had them 
dreffed up in fearlet and gold trappings, 
and led through all his apartments for the 
entertainment of his family, and feafted 
with every nicknack which his cook and 
confecttoner could procure. He was fo 
fond of being thought their patron and 
protector, that he ufually fpoke of them 
as his red children, from the colour of their 
hides. It is not many years fince one of 
them, 
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them, after being led through feveral fam- 
ilies and plantations of the tenants, was 
carried home to. Mr. Bull’s: own houfe, 
dreffed in the habit of a clergyman, hav- 
ing been preyioufly taught to lift his, paw 
and roll his eyes as if in the a& of devo- 
tion. This trick. was fo well carried on 
that the managers-of it picked up a large 
pocket. full of pence, by exhibiting him 
for a raree fhow, and the money was ap- 
plied toward building a menagerie, where 
beafts of all kinds might be brought and 
tamed. This project, like many fuch 
whims, has made more noife than profit ; 
for moft of thofe who were fuppofed.to 
be tamed. and domefticated, after they had 
been fent back to their native woods, with 
a view to. their being inftrumental in 
taming their fellow favages, have returned 
to their former ferocious habits, and fome 
of them have proved greater rogues than 
ever, and have done more mifchief than 
they could otherwife have been capable 
of, 
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Mer. Bull himfelf was once fo full of the 
project, that he got his chaplain and'fome 
others to forra themfelves into a club ; the 
profefled object of which, was to propa- 
gate knowledge among thefe favage crea- 
tures, After fome trials which did. not 
anfwer expectation, old Madam Bull con- 
ceived that the money which was colleét- 
ed might as well be expended in teaching 
Mr. Bull’s own tenants themfelves a lit- 
tle better manners; for fome of them 
were rather awkward and flovenly in their 
deportment, while others were decent and 
devout in their own way. Madam, as we 
have before obférved, was a great zéalot 
in the caufe of unzformity, and had a vaft 
influence over her fon, by virtue of which 
the attention of the club was principally 
direéted to the promoting this grand ob- 
je&t. Accordingly, every one of the ten. 
ants was furnifhed with a Bible and a 
Prayer Book, a clean napkin, bafon, plat- 
ter, and chalice, with a few devotional 


tracts, and fome young adventurers who 
3 had 
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had been educated in the family, were 


recommended as chaplains ; whohad alfo 


by orders to keep a look out toward the 
favage animals, when they fhould fall in 
their way. 


Tu chaplains were tolerably well re- 
ceived in moft of the families ; but fome, 
particularly Codline and Ploughthare, 
who gloried in being able to fay their 
prayers without book, always looked four 
upon them, and would frequently fay to 
them, “Go, take care of the favage ob- 
jects of your mifion, and don’t come here 
to teach us, till you have learned better 
yourfelves,’’ The chaplains in difguft, 
and perhaps in revenge, for they were but 
men of like paffions, would: pout and {well 
and call /chz/matic and other canonical nick 
names, of which there is extant a large 
vocabulary, and weuld frequently write 
letters, much to the difadvantage of their 


Opponents. It is not many years fince 


they, with the club which fent them, were 
pretty 
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pretty feverely handled by ‘one of Cod- 
line’s own chaplains, and it is fuppofed 
that they have ever fince been more mod- 
eft; certain it is that they are now on 
better terms with their neighbors than 
formerly ; this may, in part, be owing to 
Mr, Bull’s deferting them and refufing to 
pay them for their fervices ever fince the 
time that he began to quarrel with his 
tenants. On that occafion fome of them 
removed their quarters; others kept their 
old places and have got along as well as 
they could without the help which they 
formerly received. 
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L ET TE OR VI. 


Adventures of CuariesInpigo and Pre 
rer Pircu.—Charatier of WiLL1AM 
BroapBrim.—dHis projets, principles, 
and. a fpecimen of his harrangues. 


DEAR SIR, 


I HAVE. obferved, in a former 
letter, that the leafe which Mr. Bull.gave 
to Charles Indigo, obliged him to receive 
into his family all fuch perfons as had 
been attendants on Mr. Bull during his 
ficknefs, and for whom he had -no other 
means of providing. This general indul- 
gence procured to Charles the reputation 
of avery friendly, hofpitable perfon, and 
induced great numbers of other ‘people 
of various chara€ters, views, and interefts, 
to feek an afylum within his limits. A- 
bout this time old Lewis had grown fick and 
peevifh, and had feverely cudgelled fome 
of 
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of his apprentices, becaufe they did not 
make their P’s and Q’s exaélly ‘to his 
mind.* The poor fellows, to prevent 
worfe treatment, fled from his houfe, and 
took refuge with Mr. Bull, who treated 
them civilly, and recommended them? to 
the Foreft, where they difperfed them- 
felves in the feveral families of his tenants, 
and a large party of them took up their 
abode with Charles, to whom they prov- 
ed an induftrious, profitable acquifition, 
though fome of the family looked a little 
fourly upen them. 


Tuts facility of admitting ftrangers pro- 
duced an effe€t which had almoft proved 
fatal to the reputation of the family; for 
a number of highwaymeny alfo fought 
fhelter there, and by means of their gold 
and filver, which they had in plenty, 
made friends in the houfe, and were ad. 
mitted by night ata back door. After a 


while 
* Revocation of the edi&t of Nantz, by Lewis XIV. 
1685. 
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while they grew more bold, andcame in 
the day time, under the difguife of ped- 
lars, with packs on their fhoulders. . One 
of them a€tually took his ftand behind:a 
corner of one of the fences, from whence 
he fallied out on travellers; this corner ob- 
tained, from that circumftance, the name 
of Cape Fear ; and as the firft names of 
places are not eafily got rid of, it retains 
the name to this day, and perhaps willev- 
er retain it. Here the'rafcal intended to 
have built himfelf a lodge, and‘taken up 
his quarters for life; but the matter was 
now grown fo public, that Charles, for the 
honour of his family, ordered all ftrag- 
glers to be feized, and this fellow in par- 
ticular, after a fevere ftruggle, was appre- 
hended and brought to jufliee. 


Tue fame fpot was afterward taken 
pofleffion of by Perer Pitcu,*a poor 
fellow who got his living as he did his 
name, from colleéting the refinous juice 

of 





* Northcarolina. 
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of the numerous pines which grew there- 
abouts. He had to work hard and fare 
hard, and go a great way for his victuals 
and clothes ; but after he had lived alone 
for fome time, he picked up. one or two 
acquaintances of his own ftamp, and they 
formed a family, which was at firft rather 
diforderly. Farther difcovery of the 
lands, and the advantage of the water car- 
riage, induced fome other people to fit 
down by him, and in procefs of time he 
became fo refpeétable as to be noticed by 
Mr. Bull, who,.though he never gave him 
a leafe in form, yet let him have cloth and 
haberdafhery upon credit, and took his 
pitch in payment as faft as he could col- 
le€tit. This kept him ina dependent flate, 
and fubjeéted him to impofitions from 
Bull’s clerks and journeymen. About 
twenty years ago, Buil fent him a taylor 
to try on a new coat,* which was fo {trait 
that it fplit in feveral places, and never 
could be altered fo as to fit him; but he 
was 


* Infurre€tions in Northcarolina, 1771. 
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was obliged to wear it rather than quarrel 
with his patron. This fame taylor was 
remarkable for cabbaging, as Peter Bull- 
frog and Humphry Ploughfhdare have fince 
had large experience. 


To finifh what relates to Charles Indi- 
¢o, I fhall obferve, that the.land on which 
he began his plantation, was in general fo 
wet.and miry, that it was unfavourable to 
the production of wheat, and it was for 
fome time doubtful whether he would be 
able to raife his own bread. Chance at 
length effe€ted what labour and ingenui- 
ty could not: a bird of paflage having 
dropped fome kernels of rice in his dung, 
it was found to thrive exceedingly well; 
from whence the hint was taken, and rice 
became the ftandard grain of the planta- 
tion. By the cultivation of this, and of a 
weed which was ufeful to the dyers, he 
grew rich, and made a fightly figure a- 
mong his neighbours in point of drefs and 
equipage ; though his countenance is 
rather 
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rather fallow, and he is fubje& to frequent 
returns of the intermittent fever. 


By the extenfive leafe given to Indigo 
and his affociates, moft of Mr, Bull’s de- 
pendants and attendants were provided for, 
and their fervices recompenfed with a 
fhew of generofity on his part, and of fat- 
isfa&tion on. theirs. I have before juft 
hinted at a grant made to Witiram 
Broapsrim,* of which I fhall now give 
a more particular account, 


Hrs father had been an old fervant of 
Mr. Bull, and had been employed in the 
very laborious and neceflary bufinefs of 
catching-and killing rats. In this employ- 
ment he was fo very dexterous and fuc- 
 cefsful, that he recommended himfelf 
highly to his mafter, who not only allow- 
ed him large wages, but promifed him 
farther recompenfe. During Mr. Bull’s 
ficknefs, the care and diligence of this 
faithful fervant had been unremitted, and 

his 
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his merits were thereby increafed, fo that 
Mr. Bull, on his recovery, found himfelf 
deeply indebted to him, and he ftill con- 
tinued his fervices ; ‘till worn out with age 
and infirmity, he died and hed an honor- 
able funeral. 


Hrs fon William then became his heir, 
and folicited for payment of the ar- 
rears.due to his father, which Mr. Bull,. 
according to the maxim he had laid down: 
for himfelf, and urged by the neceflity of 
the occafion, propofed to difcharge by a 
leafe of part of the Foreft. This hap- 
pened to fall in, exa€tly, with William’s 
views, which were of a fingular nature. 


Asour this time a nervous. diforder 
appeared in Bull’s family, which went by 
the name of the /haking palfy.* We thall 
not pretend to trace the caufes of it, as the 
origin of fuch things is often obfcure and 
impenetrable ; but the effets were, a 
trembling of the nerves, a ftiffnefs in the 


neck 
* Quakerifm. 
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neck and fhoulders, and a hefitancy in the 
fpeech, fo that it was impoflible for the 
patients to pronounce certain words and 
fyllables, fuch as Sir, Madam, your Hon- 
or, my Lord, &c. nor could one of them 
raife his hand to take off his hat, or hold 
it on the book when an oath was. to. be 
adminiftered. 


Mr. Bull’s choleric temper mifznter- 
preted this natural infirmity into a fullen 
difrefpe&t. When he found.a change in 
the behaviour of thefe domeftics; that 
inftead of bowing to him they ftood up- 
right as a maypole, and inftead of Sir, and 
your Honor, they could utter nothing but 
Friend, he grew angry, and made a pretty 
free ufe of his fift; and when he found 
‘that they could not be cured by fuch 
means, he thruft fome of them into a dark 
clofet, and fhut them up till they fhould, 
as he termed it, “learn better manners ;”’ 
and it is fuppofed he would have carried 
his refentment much farther, but for this 
circumftance ; 
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circumftance ; William Broadbrim, who 
had himfelf ftrong fymptoms of the dif. 
order, whifpered to Mr. Bull, that if he 
would give him time to ripen a proje@, 
which he had conceived, he would rid 
him of all trouble with thefe people. 
Wuliam had a plodding genius, andthe 
fcheme with which his head was pregnant 
at this time, was nothing more or lefs than 
to make a fettlement in the foreft, and 
take all thefe people with him. Bull, 
who was glad to get rid of them, and of 
the debt which he owed to William, read. 
ily fell in with the project ; and a grant 
was made out under hand and feal, where- 

in William Broadbrim, and his heirs, 

were invefted with the right of foil, and 
all other privileges of proprictorfhip, in a 
certain part of the foreft, between the 
plantation of Marygold and that of Cart. 
rut and Bareclay, being in the neighbor. 
hood of the fpot where Cafimir had re. 

built his hut, and lived in an ambiguous 

fituation, not knowing who was his land- 

lord, 
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lord. With him William made a peace. 
able compromife, faying, “ Friend, I will 
do thee no violence, there is room enough 
for us both.’’ Cafimir was glad of fo 
good a neighbor, and he had reafon to be, 
for he throve more rapidly after this than 
before. 


Wiiram pitched upon a level piece 
of ground, where two large brooks met, 
for the fituation of his manfion houfe, 
and went to work to draw up rules for 
the government of his family. One of 
which was, that no perfon fhould be re- 
fufed admittance into it, or difturbed in 
it, or caft out of it, on account of any 
natural infirmity. Another was, that no 
arms, nor ammunition, fhould ever be 
made ufe of on any pretence whatever, 
The firft of thefe rules gained William 
great reputation among all fenfible men; 
the latter was a notion which candor would 
lead us to fuppofe proceeded from a love 
of peace, and the exercife of good will to- 
ward 
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ward his fellow creatures; though fomé 
were fo illnatured as to imagine that it 
was an effect of the diforder in his nerves. 


Wuen any of William’s neighbors, 
who were of a different way of thinking, 
{pake to him of the impolicy of this rule, 
and afked him how he expeéted to defend 
himfelf and his family againft the wild 
beafts, if they fhould attack him; Wil- 
liam, who was fond of harangue, would’ 
anfwer thus—“ There is im all crea- 
tures a certain inftinét, which difpofeth. 
them to peace. This inftin& 1s fo ftrong” 
and fixed, that upon it, as upon a foun- 
dation, may be erected a complete fyftem 
of love and concord, which all the powers 
of anarchy fhall not be able to overthrow. 
To cultivate and improve this inftin& is 
the bufinefs of every wife man, and he 
may reafonably expeét that an example 
of this.kind, if fteadily and regularly ad- 
hered to, will have a’very extenfive and 
beneficial influence; on all forts of crea- 
tures ; 
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tures; even the wild beafts of the foreft 
will become tame as the lambs, and birds 
of prey as harmlefs asdoves. Doftthouv 
not fee, friend, what influence my exam. 
ple has already had on thofe creatures 
which are deemed favage ? I go into their 
dens with fafety, and ‘they enter mv hab- 
itation without fear. When they are 
hungry I feed them, when they are thirfty 
I give them drink, and they in return 
bear my burdens, and do fuch other kind 
offices as they are capable of, and I require 
of them. I have even tamed fome of 
them fo far, that they have fold me the 
land on. which they live, and have ac- 
knowledged the bargain by a mark made 
with their toe nails on parchment. They 
are certainly fome of the beft natured crea~ 
tures in the world ; their native inftin@& 
leads them to love and peace, and focia- 
bility, and as long as I fet them a good 
example I have no doubt they will follow 
it. When fuchis my opinion and expec- 
tation, why fhould I be anxious about 
what 
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what may, and I truft never will happen? 
Why fhould I put myfelf in a pofture of 
defence againft thofe who may never at- 
tack me? or, why fhould I, by the ap- 
pearance of jealoufy and diftruft on my 
part, offend thofe who now put confi- 
dence in me? No, no, I will not fuppofe 
that they will ever hurt me. I will not 
fuffer the carnal weapon to be feen in my 
houfe, nor fhall one of my family ever 
learn the deteftable pra€tice of pulling the 
trigger. I leave the inftruments of de- 
{tru€tion to the offspring of Cain and the 
feed of the ferpent; while I meekly imi- 
tate the gentlenefs of the lamb, and the 
innocence of the dove.’ 


Witu fuch harrangues William would 
frequently entertain himfelf and his 
friends, and he was fo fanguine in his be- 
nevolent project, that inftead of having 
his own name, as was ulfual, written over 
his door, he had the words sroTHERLY 
Love, tranflated into the Greekianguage, 


and 
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and infcribed in golden chara@ters, “as a 
ftanding invitation to perfons of all na- | 
tions and characters to come and take i 
fhelter under his roof. 3 


LETTER 
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| Diffentions in Broapsrim’s family.—HMis 

averfion to fire arms and tts confequence. 

4 Mr. Buuu’s fecond ficknefs, and fecond 

| rarriage.—His projedl of making a new 
plantation.—The care of tt committed to 
Georce Tausty.—Trout fifhery ef- 
tablifhed at the plantation of ALEXAN- 
DER SCOTUS. 


DEAR SIR, 


. Tue seneral invitation which 
William Broadbrim had given to all per. 
fons who were deftitute of a home, to come 
and take fhelter under his roof, and the 
gentle humane treatment which thofe 
who accepted the invitation met with, 
fpread his fame abroad, and brought him 
much company. His family was fome- 
times compared to the Ark of Noah, be- 
caufe there was fearcely any kind of be- 
ing, 
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ing, of whatever fhape, fize, complexion, 
difpofition, or language, but what might 
be found there.» He had alfo the art to 
keep them pretty well employed. In- 
duftry, frugality, and temperance, were 
the leading principles of his family ; and 
their thriving was in a ratio compounded 
of thefe three forces. Nothing was want- 
ing to make them as happy a family as any 
in the world, but a difpofition among 
themfelues, to livein peace: Unluckily, 
however, this defirable bleffing, on ac- 
count of the variety of their humours and 
interefts, was feldom found among them. 
Ambition, jealoufy, avarice, and party 
fpirit, had frequent out breakings, and 
were with difficulty quelled. It is need- 
lefs to enter into a very particular difcufa 
fion of the grounds or effeéts of thefe dif- 
fentions : family quarrels are not very 





entertaining either at home or abroad, un- 
Jefs to fuch as delight in‘fcandal. But 
there was one caufe of diffention which it 
would be improper not to notice, becaufe 
I have 
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I have already hinted at the principle 
from which it proceeded. William’s 
averfion to fire arms was fo ftrong, that 
he would not fuffer any of his. family to 
moleft the wild inhabitants of the foreft, 
though they were ever fo mifchievous. 
While the family was f{mall, the favage 
animals who lived in the neighborhood 
being well fed, were toteetitaly tame and 
na but when the increafed number of 
the family had penetrated farther into the 
foreft, the haunts.of the natives were dif. 
iturbed, and the ftraggling labourers were 
lometimes furprifed, and having nothing 
ic defend themfelves with, fell a facrifice 
to favage refentment. Remonftrances 
were prefented to Mr. Broadbrim one 
after another, but he always infifted on 
itthat the fufferer muft have been the 
aggreflor, and that “they who take the 
fword muft expeét to perifh by thefword.” 
At length the dead corpfe of one of the 
labourers, mangled and torn in a dread- 
ful manner, was brought and laid at the 
door 
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door ef William’s parlour * with a label 
affixed to the breaft, on which were writ- 
ten thefe words, “ Thou thyfelf muft be 
accounted my murderer, becaufe thou 
didft deny me the means of defence.’’ At 
fight of this horrid {peétacle, Broadbrim 
turned pale! the eye of his mind looked 
inward ! Nature began to plead her own 
caufe within him! he gave way in fome 
degree to her operations, though contrary 
to his preconceived opinion, and with a 
trembling hand’ figned’ a permiflion: for 
thofe to ufe the carnal weapon,t who could 
do it without {cruple ; and when. they 
afked him for money to buy guns, pow- 
der and ball; he gave them acertain fum 
to provide the neceffarzes of life, leaving 
them to put their own conftruction on the 
words. By degrees his {queamifhnefs de= 
ereafed; and though it is imagined he has 
ftill fome remainder of it, yet neceffity has 
fo often overcome it,. that. there’is not 
much 


* State houfe, 1755. 
‘+ Militia act. 
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much faid on the fubjeét, unlefs it be very 
privately and: among friends. 


Durine the time of which we have 
been f{peaking, Mr. John Bull had under- 
gone another ficknefs,* not fo long nor fo 
violent as the former, but much more 
beneficial inits effeQ@s. His new phyfi- 
cians had adminiftered medicines. which 
compofed his nerves; he eat, drank, and 
flept more regularly ; and he was advifed 
to marry again, for his former wife had 
died of a confumption a little before this 
ficknefs came on, By thefe means his 
vigour was renewed, but flill his whimf- 
cal difpofition remained, and broke ous 
on feveral, occafions. When he viewed 
his extenfive foreft, now planted and 
thriving, under the honeft hand of induf- 
try, he thought within himfelf that ftill 
greater advantages might be derived from 
that territory. Phere was yet a part of it 
unfettled between the plantation of Charles 
Indigo, and the dominions of Lord Strut; 


and 
* The Revolution, 1688. 
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and Bull thought it a pity to let fo much 
remain a wildernefs, ‘The other planta- 
tions had been made by difcontented fer- 
vants and needy adventurers, who, ftrug- 
gling with hardfhips, a fleady perfe- 
verance had furmounted many - diflicul- 
ties, and obtained a comfortable living. 
“ Now, faid Bull, if thefe fellows have 
done fo well, and got fo far aforehand, 
without having any capital of their own 
to begin with, what cannot be done by the 
force of my great capital P If they have 
performed fuch wonders, what greater 
wonders may be brought into view by my 
own exertions, with all the advantages 
which it is in my power to command? 
To it, boys, I vow I’ll have a farm of my 
own that fhall beat you all !’?——Having 
hit upon this project, his brains immeédi- 
ately became pregnant with ideas; but 
according to the rule which he had lately 
prefcribed to himfelf, he communicated 
the matter to his wife. This good lady 


was not free from an ambitious turn of 
mind. 
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mind. She was extremely fond of hav- 
ing it thought that fhe had great influence 
over her hufband,. and would fometimes 
gratify his humour at the expenfe of her 
own judgment, rather than not keep up 
thisidea. His expe€tations from his new 
proje€t were very fanguine. The land 
on which he had caft his eye was enough 
for a large farm; it had a fouthern ex- 
pofure, it was warm, rich and fertile in 
{ome parts, and in others boggy or fandy. 
He had converfed with fome foreigners, 
who told him that it was proper for the 
cultivation of wine and filk, and he im- 
agined that if he could but add thefe ar- 
ticles to. the lift of his own produ@ions, 
there would be a great faving in 'the fam- 
ily. Mrs. Bull too was pleafed with the 
idea of having her filk gowns and ribbands 
of her own growth, and with the expe@a- 
tion of having the vaults filled with wine, | 
made on her own plantation ; for thefe and 

other good reafons, her‘ thereunto mov- 
ing, madam gave her confent to the proj- 
ect. 
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e@. The perfon appointed to carry it © 


into execution was George Trujty,* a fen{- 
ible well bred merchant, but one who had 
only fpeculated in the f{cience of agricul. 
ture, and knew nothing of it by experi- 
ence. Having colleéted a number of poor 
people who were out of employment, he 
fent them to the fpot, with ftri@ orders to 
work fix days in feven, to keep their tools 
free from ruift, and their fire arms in read- 
inefs for their defence. Whatever they 
fhould earn was to be their own. as long as 
they lived, and after their death their pof- 
feflions were to defcend to their fons, and 
in default of male iffue to revert to the o- 
riginal grantor, They were not allowed 
to. ufe black cattle in the labour of the 
field; and were exprefsly forbidden to 
drink grog. Their bufinefs was to culti- 
vate vines and mulberry trees, and to 
manufaGture wine and filk... Upon this 
projeét another was grafted by the very 
fagacious Doétor Squintwm, who chafe this 
new plantation as the moft convenient 
{pot 


* The truftees of Georgia, 1732. 
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fpot in the world’ for a ‘charity {chool, 
where Orphans might receive the beft ed- 
ucation and be’ fitted to be the pillars of 
church and ftate. 


Bur notwithftanding the fams which 
Bull fo freely lavifhed out of his bags for 
the fupport of the vine and muiberry 
plantations; and notwithfanding the col. 
leGlions which Squintum made among 
his numerous. devotees, thefe projects 
were either fo impracticable in themfelves, 
or fo 11 conduéted in the execution, that 
neither of them anfwered the expe€tations 
of the projeGtors.. For want of black cat. 
tle, the foil could not be properly tilled; 
and for want of grog, the labourers: faint= 
ed at their work; the right of inheritance 
being limited to the male line, women 
and girls. were not fond of living there, 
and the men could not well live without 
them ; land, cattle, women’’and grog, 
were to be‘had elfewhere, and who:would 
be confined to fuch a place ?» The land, 
too, 
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too, was claimed by Lord Strut, who 


fent them writs ‘of ejettment. 


As to the 


Charity {chool, it ‘was, on trial, found 
that the: coft was more than’ the: profit, 
and the building which had fwallowed up 
thoufands of charity money, was finally 
confumed by fire. Poor George Trufty 
was difcouraged, and’ begged Mr. Bull 
to take the plantation into. his own hands; 
however, Bull continued to fupply him 
with cafh, and he kept making attempts. 
' Alterations were made in the terms of. fet- 
tlément, the reflriGions were removed, 
cattle and grog were allowed, Lord Strut 
was oufted)'iand poflefion held ; the 
fwamps. were drained ; rice and: indigo 
were cultivated inftead of filk and wine ; 
and upon ‘the whole, confidérable im- 
provements were made, though at fuch a 
vattexpenfe, that Mr. Bull never faw a= 


ny adequate returns. 


Tie ill faccefs of this adventure did 


not deter him from another projet. He 
Was 
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to his particular friends. Lord Peter’s 
family too, he thought, would be glad to 
buy them, as they were very ufeful in the 
long lents, and frequent meagre days ob- 
ferved by them, | There was a part of the 
foreft on the north-eaft quarter, which 
was very conveniently fituated for this 
employment.t It had been occupied by 
ALEXANDER Scotus, a purblind fel 
low, who had ftraggled thither no one 
could tell how; and it was matter of 
doubt whether he derived his right from 
Bull, or Lewis; for both of them laid 
claim to the land, and their claims had 
not been fairly decided in law. To make 
fure of the matter, Mr. Bull, by advice of 
his wife, fent a waggon to bring off the 
family of Scotus, whom he diftributed a- 


mong 
*.Cod fihhery. + Nova Scotia. 





was extremely fond of Tvout;*and thought — 
if he could have them regularly catched — 
and brought to his table, he fhould ex- 
ceed all his neighbours in delicate living ; _ 
and now and then be able to fend a mefs — 
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mong the other families of his tenants; 
and in their room fent thither* a parcel 
of naked, half ftarved people, who could 
live no where elfe, and fupported them 
for feveral years with provifions, furnifh- 
ed them with fkiffs, lines, ‘hooks and oth- 
er implements to carry on the fifhery ; 
but every trout which they catched, coft 
him ten times as much as if he had bought 
it in the common market; -nor could 
he, after all, get‘half what he wanted for 
his own confumption. His trout fithery, 
and his mulberry plantation, rendered him 
the laughing ftock of “his neighbours, 
nor could he ever gain even the intereft 
of the money he had laid out upon them; 
while the forefters who had fettled at their 
own expenfe, grew rich and became re- 
fpeGtable. He had indeed, the benefit of 
their trade, which kept his journeymen 
at work, and obliged him to enlarge their 
number ; for the forefters had a refpe& 
for 
* 3749. 
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for their old mafter and landlord, and 


, when they had any thing to fell, they al- 


ways let him have the refufal of it, and 
bought all their goods of him. But 
though he called himfelf their father, and 
his wife their mother, yet he began ‘to a. 
bate of his parental affection for them ; 
and rather looked on them with a jealous 
eye, as if they were aiming to deprive him 
of his claim and fet up for independence. 
Had he been contented with the profits of 
their trade, as was: certainly his interett, 
they might have remained his tenants to 
this day ; but ambition, avarice, jealoufy 
and choler, inflamed by bad counfellors, 
have wrought fuch a feparation, that it 
is thought Mr. Bull will go mourning al! 
the remainder of his days, and his grey 
hairs will be brought down with forrow 
to the grave. 
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Mr. Buru’s quarrel and lawfut with 
Lewis and Lord Strut.—He gains 


poffefron of the whole Foreft. 


DEAR SIR, 


In my former letters I have 
endeavoured to trace the feveral fteps by 
which the foreft became cultivated and 
peopled. Mry Bull had no lefs than 
fourteen tenants who held under him, and 
were fettled on lands which he claimed as 
his own, and which he had granted to 
them in feparate parcels, Their names, 
and the enigmatical letters by which they 
diftinguifhed themlel ves, were as follows : 


Alexander Scotus, N.. o- 
Robert Lumber, N. H. 
John Codline, M. 
Roger Carrier Ror. 
Humphry 
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Humphry Ploughfhare, C, 





Peter Bullfrog, Nea. 
Julius Cefar, N.. J. 
Cafimir, D. 
William Broadbrim, Pe 
€ecilius Marygold, M. 
Walter Pipeweed, V. 
Peter Pitch, N. C.. 
Charles Indigo, 8. C. 
George Trufty, G. 


Ir was obferved, that of all the adven- 
turers, thofe generally were the leaf 
thriving, who. received moft affiftance 
from their old mafter. I cannot tell 
whether it was owing to their being em- 
ployed in bufinefs to which they had not 
ferved a regular apprenticefhip, or to a 
natural indolence, and a difpofition to 
continue hangers on. where they had got 
a good hold; for it muft be noted, that 
Mr. Bull was very generous to fome per- 
fons, and on fome occafions where it {uit- 
ed his fancy, and this difpofition in him 
was 




























ruse FORESTERS. 101 


was fo prevalent, that they who kenned 
him, and would humor his whims, could 
work him out of any thing which they had 
a mind to. 


Ow the other hand, thofe adventurers 
who came into the foreft on their own 
hook, and had no affiftance at all from 
their old mafter, nor any thing to help 
themfelves with, but their four limbs and 
five fenfes, proved to be the moft induf- 
trious and thriving, and after a while told 
up a good eftate. They all feemed to 
have an affeétion for Mr. Bull, and it was 
generally believed to be fincere. His 
houfe was ufually fpoken of by them as 
their home. - His ware houfe was the cen- 
tre of their traffic; and he had the ad- 
drefs to engrofs the profits of their labour 
and-draw their earnings into his own fob. 
To fome of them he would now and then 
make a prefent, to others he would lend a 
pack of his hounds,* when’ he was out of 


the 
* Station fhips and regiments. 
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the humor of hunting; but they were 
generally ufelefs: to-them for the purpofe 
of {couring the woods,. thofe who could 
afford it kept dogs of their own, who-were 
better trained to the game, and could bet- 
ter {cent the foreft, being native curs, and 
not fo fpruce and delicate a breed as Bull’s 
grey-hounds.. 


Ip has been before obferved; that' each 
end of the foreft was occupied by Bull’s 
rivals, His old neighbour Lewis had got 
the north.end, and Lord: Strut the fouth: 
Bull’s tenants had feated themfelves chief- 
Jy on or. near the fhore of the lake,.and had. 
not.extended very far back, becaufe of the 
beafts of prey ; but Lewis, like a cunning 
old fox, had formed a {fcheme to get foot- 
ing in the interior parts of the country, 
and prevent thefe planters from penetrat- 
ing beyond the limits. which he intended 
to affign them.. His emiffaries had been 
fent flily into the diftant parts of the for- 
eft, under pretence of taming thefe beafts 
of 
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of prey ;. but in fa&t they had halved the 
matter with them,. and: had themfelves 
become as favage as the beafts had become 
tame. They would run, leap and climb 
with them and crawl into their dens, im- 
parting to them a lick of melaffes out of 
their calabafh, and teaching them to 
{cratch with their paws the fign of a crofs, 
They had built feveral hunting lodges on 
the moft convenient. paffes of the brooks 
and ponds, and though thus fcattered in 
the wood, were all united under one o- 
verfeer, called: Onontio,* who lived in 
the manfion-houfe of St. Lewis’s Hall. 


Ir. was matter.of wonder among: Bull’s 
tenants, for fome time, what could be the. 
reafon that the wild beafts had grown 
more furly and fnappifh of late than for— 


merly ; but after a-while, fome hunters. 


made.a difcovery-of the new lodges, which. 


the emiffaries.of Onontio had ereéted, and 
the defign. of them being apparent, a gen- 
eral alarm: was raifed in the plantations. 


On 


* The governor of Canada. 
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On the firft news, Walter Pipeweed fent 
his grandfon George,* a fmart, a€tive, lives 
ly youth, acrofs the hills, with his compli- 
ments to the intruders, defiring them to 
move off, and threatening them witha 
writ in cafe of noncompliance. This 
modeft warning being ineffeétual, it was 
thought that if an Union could be formed 
among the tenants, they might make a 
fland againft thefe encroachments. A 
meeting was held at Orange Hall,? but no 
efficient plan could be hit on, without a 
previous application to their landlord, 
who hearing of this meeting, conceived a 
jealoufy with regard to this union which 
feemed to be their obje@, and thought it 
was better te retain the management of 
the matter in his own hands, and keep 
them divided among themfelves, but u- 
nited in their dependence on him, He 
therefore fent them word that “he had a 
very great affection for them, and would 
take care of their intereft, which was allo 
his 
* Wathington, 1753. F Albany, 1754. 
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hisown ; that he would not fuffer old 
Lewis to fet his half tamed wild beafts 
upon them, nor eje&t them from their pof- 
feffions, but that he would immediately 
take advice of his council, learned in the 
law, conjuring them by the affe€tion which 
they profeffed to bear towards him, to be 
aiding and aflifting in all ways, in their 
power, towards bringing the controverfy 
to an iffue. 


Art this time, the fteward, to. whom 
Mr. Bull entrufted the care of his bufi- 
nefs, was not a perfon of that difcernment 
and expedition which the exigency of af- 
fairs required. He had committed divers 
blunders in his accounts, and it was fuf- 
petted that he was a defaulter in more 
refpeGts than one. It cannot, therefore, 
be expected, that in condu€ting a contro- 
verfy of this magnitude, he fhould exadlly 
hit on the right methods, nor employ the 
beft council which could be had. The 
firft ftep which was taken was to fend 
Broadoak 
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Broadoak* the bailiff, with a writ of ins — 
trufion, which he was ordered to ferve 
volens nolens, upon one of the meffuages 
or hunting feats of Lewis. This barliff, 
proceeding rafhly and againft the beft ad. 
vice into the foreft, not a ftep of which he 
was acquainted with, found his progrefs 
impeded in a way wholly unexpected. 
For Onontio had taken care to place a 
number of his half tamed wild cats and 
wolverenes on the boughs of trees, which 
hung over the path, and as foon as the 
bailiff came within reach, having firft 
wetted their tails with their own urine, 
they whifked it into his eyes till they 
blinded him, This manceuvre put a ftop 
to the procefs for that time. 


106 





SEVERAL Other attempts of the like 
kind were made without fuccefs, and Lew- 
is at one time had almoft got poffeffion of 
Orange Hall.t Not only the forefters 
themfelves, but even Bull’s own domel- 

. fics, 


* Braddock, 1455. $2757 
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tics, complained bitterly of thefe ineffec. 
tual meafures, and their clamors at laft 
prevailed to make him difcharge his old 
fteward, and put another into his place. 
The new officer* (oon changed the face of 

. affairs; he employed no attorneys, nor 
bailiffs, but thofe of tried and approved 
© abilities, men of enterprize and refolution, 
by whom the {uit was profecuted in good 
_ -earneft. In every ation Bull recovered 
judgment, and got poffeffion. When 
Lord Strut came in to the aid of Lewis, 
Bull caft him alfo, and took away his ma- 
nor of Auguftine, which, with the whole 
tract of land, where Onontio prefided, 
was annexed to his eftate. The agents 
who had been employed in this arduous 
 fervice, were not only well paid for doing 
their duty, but, with the fteward, who em- 

_ ployed them, were honored according to 
‘the ancient, but whimfical cuftom of Bull’s 
_ family, by having their effigies portrayed 
on fign boards, pocket handkerchiefs, fnuff 


boxes, 








* Pitt’s adminiftration. 
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boxes, and punch bowls ; fo that while 
the fit lafted, you could not walk the 
ftreets, nor blow your-nofe, nor take a 
pinch of fnuff, nor a draught of punch, 
but you were obliged to /alute them. 
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WueEnNeEVER Bull’s fteward called up- 
on the forefters for their quotas of aid, to. 
wards carrying on this heavy lawfuit, they 
always readily afforded it; and fome of 
them were really almoft exhaufted by the 
efforts which they made, to do more than 
their fhare. ‘The fteward was fo fenfible 
of their merit, that on due confultation 
with Mr. Bull’s wife, and her taking him 
in the right mood, -he was prevailed upon 
to reimburfe the extra expenfe to them, 
and mutual complacency reigned between 
the landlord and tenants all the time this 
fteward remained in office. But thefe 
times were too good to laft long; there 
were fome who envied the fteward his 
‘reputation, and raifed flories to his difad- 
‘vantage, which highly affronted him. At 
this 
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this time. Mr. Bull was fo much off his 
guard, as to give heed to thefe reports, 
and take’a rafh ftep in a hurry, which he 
had occafion to repent of at his leifure. 
He accepted the refignation of this trufty 
fervant, and put one of his* fifter Peg’s 
caft off footmen into his place ; whereby 
he laid a foundation for his own difgrace, 
and the difmemberment of his eftate, of 
which I fhall give you a particular ac- 
count hereafter, ADIEU. 


* Bute’s adminifiration, 1761, 
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LE T's Tr eam IX. 


Mr. Buuu gets into debt, and by the ad~ 
vice of his new wife and her gambling 
companions, begins a quarrel with his 
tenants. 


DEAR SIR, 


IY trace with precifion all the 
caufes, great and f{mall, which operated to 
the difmemberment of John Bull’s eftate, 
would be no eafy tafk ; fome of them per- 
haps, were fecret, but of fuch, as were 
open to obfervation, we fhall endeavour 


to {ketch out the principal. 


Ir is well known that he was of a cho. 
leric habit, and that thofe who were ac- 
quainted with his humor and paffions, 
could manage and impofe upon him at 
their pleafure. Had he been let alone to 


purfue his own bufinefs him/elf, his plain, 


natural 








tHE FORESTERS. 1114 


natural good fenfe, and generofity of 
mind, would have kept him clear of many 
difficulties; but he had his advifers, his 
hangers on, his levee hunters, his toad 
eaters, and fycophants, forever about him, 
who, like a parcel of blood fuckers, could 
never have enough to glut their voracity. 


Wuen the foreft was firft occupied by 
the tenants, Bull had a wife* who minded 
her own domeftic bufinefs, and did not 
concern herfelf with his landed intereft. 
The leafes and grants were made out in 
his name, and he was fuppofed to be the 
Owner or proprietor ; but the lady whom 
he had married after his fecond ficknefs 
was very affuming, and infifted on having 
her hand in the management of all his af- 
fairs. She vifited the compting houfe, 
and made the clerks fhew her their books ; 
fhe overhalled the fteward’s accounts, and 
infpeéted his correfpondence ; fhe not 
only looked’ after the rents and incomes 
of the foreft, but even intruded into tite 

houfehold 


* Parliament. 
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houfehold concerns of the tenants, and 
affefted to call herfelf ther mother, be- 
caufe fhe had taken fome care of one or 
two of them in their firft fetting out, al- 
though- moft of them f{carcely ever had 
feen her face, or had any acquatntance 


with her, but by hearfay. 


Ir muft be obferved, alfo, that this. 
woman had engaged Mr. Bull in fome 
expenfive lawfuits and {peculations, which 
had got him deeply into debt, and he was 
obliged to hire money of ufurers to car- 
ry her fchemesintoexecution. Had the, 
at the fame time, introduced that frugal. 
ity and economy into the family, which 
her duty ought to have prompted her to, 
this debt might have been kept down; 
but the {warm of harpies which were con- 
tinually about her, and the courfe of 
gambling which was carried on under her 
connivance and direGtion, fwallowed up 
all the profits of the trade, and incomes 
of the land ; while the luxury and diffi- 
pation 
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pation of the family increafed, in propor- 
tioh as the means of difcharging the debt 
decreafed. In hort, Mr. Bull was reduc- 
ed.to that humiliating condition, which, 
by whatever fafhionable name it may now 
go, was formerly. called petticoat-govern- 
ment. 


Durine the lawfuit with Lewis and 
Lord Strut,* concerning the foreft, there 
had. been a great intercourfe with the 
tenants. Many. of Bull’s fervants and 
retainers, who were employed. as. bailiffs 
and attornies,.and their deputies, had 
been very converfant with them, and were 
entertained at their houfes, where-they al- 
ways found wholefome vittuals, jolly fire 
fides,.and warm beds. They took much 
notice of every thing that paffed, afked 
many queftions, and made many remarks 
on the goodnefs of the land, the pleafant 
fituation of the houfes,.the clean and 
thriving condition of the children, who 


were 
* War of 1756. 
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were always ready to wait,them, toclean 
their boots, hold their ftirrups, open and 
fhut.the gates for.them, andthe like lit- 
tle neceffary fervices, as well bred children 
in the-country are wont. The remarks. 
which thefe perfons made, when they got 
home, favored rather of envy, than of 
gratitude or affe€tion. Some of them 
would fay : “ Thofe-fellows live too well 
in the foreft ; they thrive too ‘faft ; ‘the 
place is too good for them ; they ought 
to know who ‘is their mafter; they can 
afford to pay more rent; they ought 
to pay for the help they have had’; if it 
had not been for Mafter Bull, and the 
affitance which he has lent them, taey 
would have been turned out of doors : 
and now they are to reap 'the benefit of » 
his exertions, while he, poor man, is to 
pay the colt.” : 


Tuere were not wanting fome, inthe 
families of the Forefters themfelves, who 
had. the meannefs to crouch to thele fel. 
lows, and fupplicate their favour and in. 
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tereft with Mr. Bull, to recommend them 
to {ome potts of profit, as underftewards, 
colie€tors of rent, clerks of receipts, and 
the like pretty offices. Thefe beggarly 
curs would repeat the fame language, and 

“hold correfpondence with the bailiffs, at. 
tornies, &c. after they ‘had got home. 
Whenever any trifling quarrel happened 
in the families of the tenants, they would 
magnify it and fill their letters with com- 
plaints of the licentioufnefs of the people, 
and plead for a tighter hand ‘to be ‘held: 
ever them.. 


Sucu fpeeches as thofe were frequent- 
ly made, and fuch letters read, in the hear— 
ing of Mr. Bull’s wife and fleward, 
Their language grew by degrees to be 
the current language of the family, and 
Bull himfelf liftened to it. His-choler 
yofe upon the occafion, and when his 
hangers on obferved it, they plied him 
with ftronger dofes, till his jealouly and 
hatred were excited, and a complete re- 
yolution in his temper, with regard to 
his 
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his tenants, took place, agreeably to the 
i moft fanguine and malevolent wifhes of 
Ae his and their enemies.. 


it Tue firft effe€t of this change was, that 

| his clerks were ordered to charge not on- 
ly the prices: of the goods,.which the ten- ~ 
ants fhould purchafe, but to.make. them 
pay for the paper* on which their bills of 
parcels and notes: of hand were written; 
and that at a. very exorbitant rate. This 
was fo intolerable an abufe, and withal fo 
mean, pitiful, and beggarly an:expedient _ 
to pick their pockets, that they held a. 
meeting among themfelves, and refolved: 
not to buy any more of his goods, as long 
as this impofition lafted’; and by way of 
contempt, they hanged and burned the 
efligies_of the fteward, and other perfons 
who were fufpeéted of having advifed to 


thefe new meatures: 


Tue refentment fhewn by. the tenants 
on this occafion was quite unexpeCed. 


The : 
* Stamp act, 1765. | 
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The fecret. favourers, and real authors of 
the mifchief, began to be afraid that they 
had gone too far for the firft attempt. 
Buill’s journeymen were in an uproar a- 
bout it, left by the.failure of his trade, 
they fhould be out of bread ; and to 
fhorten the ftory, he was obliged to give 
up the point of making them pay for the 
paper, though Madam had the fingular 
modefty to:make a declaration, that it was 
a mere matter of expediency, and that fhe 
had the fole power and right of dominion 
over them, notwithftanding Mr. Bull’s 
moft gracious conceflion at that time.* 


Tuts was confidered by the tenants as 
a moft impudent and barefaced aflump- 
tion ; for whatever rights Mr. Bull might 
pretend to have, as their old mafter and 
landlord, yet they never had any idea of 
a mijirefs over them; and though they 
very complaifantly returned him their 
thanks for his prefent goodnels, yet as 

they 


* Repeal of the ftamp act, and declaratory act,, 1766: 
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they fufpetted that there was more mif. 
chief hatching, they began to inquire more 
narrowly than ever into his right and ti- 
tle to the land, on which they lived. 
They looked over old parchments and: 
memorandums, confulted council learned: 
in the law, and after due deliberation, 
they were fully convinced, that their own 
title was, at leaft, as good: as his} and that. 
they had a right to refufe him/any rent or 
acknowledgment, if it were Bestant for: 
them to-exercife it.. ee, 


Mr. Bull’s jealoufy was now increafed. 
with regard to their intentions, and his. 
{cribbling retainers frequently accufed 
them of ingratitude and difobedience, and: 
a long premeditated defign to fet up for 
independence; a thing which they had 
not yet thought of, and probably never 
would, if this abufive treatment had not 
put it into their heads. 


Burt though by thofe means they were 
led into an inquiry, and a train of think- 
ing, 
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ing, which were quite new to them ; yet 
as old habits are not eafily broken, and 
their affection for their mafter was very 
{lrong, they endeavoured, with a candor 
which did them honor, to transfer the 
blame from him to his wife and fteward, 
to whofe machinations they knew he was 
a dupe. Thefe bad counfellors foon re- 
newed their attempts in another fhape, by 
raifing the rent, and putting an advanced 
price upon the goods, and by means of 
additional clerks, packers, porters, watch- 
men, draymen, &c. who were continually 
in waiting, and to all of whom fees were 
to be paid, the trade laboured under great 
embarraf{ments, and fome of the forefters 
were-quite difcouraged, others were vexed 
and impatient, while fome of the better 
tempered of them, endeavoured to per- 
fuade the reft to keep up the communi- 
cation as long asthey could. They were 
Joth to quarrel with their old mafter, and 
yet could not pocket the affronts and a- 
bufes to which they were daily expofed. 
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Durine this fullen interval, many let. | | 
ters pafled, many books and precedents 
were examined, and much ink was fhed, in 
a controverly, which, however incapable 
of a decifion in this way, might have been 
compromifed, it Mr. Bull’s firft thoughts 
had been as good as his fecond ; but he 
was fo completely under management, as 
not to fee his true intereft. It wasacom- 
mon faying among his neighbors, “ John 
Bull’s wit comes afterward ;’? and in faét 
it did not come in this cafe, till too late, 
for, when a caufe once gets into the law, 
there are fo many quirks, evafions, de- 
murs, and procraftinations, that it is tm- 
poffible to make a retreat, till one or both 
of the parties have feverely fmarted for 
their temerity. 


LETTER 
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Beis sh Rae Res) ee 


Mr. Bury attempts a new mode of trafic 
which difgufts his tenants.—They refufe 
to receive his prefents.—His fingular 
refentment againft Joun Conp.ineE, 


and the effetts which it produced. 


DEAR SIR, 


I SUPPOSE you are by this 
time impatient for the flory of the law. 
fuit ; how it began and how it was carried 
on and ended. I will give it to you as 
briefly as fo long and intricate a matter 
will bear to be told ; and Iam apprehen. 
five you will think that Mr. Bull was fo 
ill a politician, or fo badly advifed, as ac- 
tually to pick a quarrel with his beft cuf. 
tomers, But faéts will fpeak for them- 
{elves. Know then, that by the advice of 
his ‘dear wife and her gambling junto, Mr. 

L Bull 
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Bull was prevailed upon to fend a dozen 
pounds of tea to each of his tenants, as 4 
prefent, in token of his extreme good will to 
them, and becaufe he knew that they loved 
it, and at the fame time to order his clerks 


to charge three pence per pound for the 


paper and pack thread in which this ex- 
hilarating weed was wrapped. ‘This tri- 
fling fum he expected would be paid on 
demand, in acknowledgment of their good 
will to him’as their kind and generous 
landlord, who had prote€led and defended 
them againft all oppofers, and.would fill 
continue to protect and defend them as 
his beloved children and obedient humble 
fervants. 


Tue knowledge of his intention hap- 
pened to come to them fooner than the 
prefent, and they began to argue thus a- 
mong themfelves—“ Ha! how comes 
this? What is freer than a gift? If Mr. 
Bull really intends the tea as a prefent, 
why does he exaét three pence? Had he 
offered 
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offered it to us as an article of merchan- 
dife as ufual, we might have taken it if we 
had liked the price, or left it if we had not; 
but this is anew way of trading to which 
we have not been accuftomed. There is 
a defign in this. If we receive this prefs 
ent and pay the trifling acknowledgment 
of three pence, by and by we fhall have a 
prefent with fix pence annexed, and an- 
otherwitha fhilling,andfoon. Ifweonce 
cflablifh a precedent there is no know- 
ing where to ftop, and by thefe prefents 
we may be gulled out of all our loofe 
corns, and afterwards our real eftates may 
be demanded ! No, it is better to prevent 
an evil than to cure it. We will have 
none of your. prefents, Mr. Bull, if this 
is to be the confequence. We have paid 
our debts well—you have had the excly- 
five benefit of our trade, and have be- 
come rich by it, and now in your old age 
you are grown trickifh—lIt is time for us 
to be on our guard and keepa {harp look 
out, for ifa man does not take care of 
himfelf 
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himfelf who can he expe& will take care 
of him ?”’ Fortified with thefe arguments: 
they waited for the approach of the mef- 
fengers which were on the road: with the 
prefent. 


One of them came to Charles Indigo’s 
houfe, and with Mr. Bull’s compliments. 
begged his acceptance of a package of 
tea— Throw it into. that cellar, faid 
Charles, and. let it lie there till I have 
confidered. of the matter.’’ 


ANOTHER came to- William Broad 
brim—but as the way to William’s man- 
fion was through. a long, crooked, miry 
lane, he had ordered the “porter to ftop 
him, and ‘give him liberty to retiifn-with- 
out delivering his meflage. 


Do 





Perer Buiirroc did the fame, but 
fome part of the tea being {muggled into 
the houfe, as foon as Peter knew. it he 
threw it into the gutter. 


JOHN 
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Joun Cop.itrg had the greateft dif. 
ficulty about Mr. Bull’s prefent. He 
would gladly have fent back the meffen. 
ger, but unluckily for him the gate which 
led to his houfe was held faft by Bull’s 
under f{teward,, who conftantly watched 
and attended there to obferve. who went 
in and out, which: fervice he was- more 
particularly. fond of, becaufe he expeGted 
a douceur for opening and fhutting the 
gate.. Having admitted the mefflenger 
and received his penny; he ftify refuf- 
ed to let him. out again without having. 
delivered the prefent; The fee was 
tendered, but this could not prevail; the 
family were uneafy,. they were. loth to 
affront Mr. Bull, and yet determined not 
to receive his-prefent. They could: not: 
account for the condué of the under- 
fteward on any other principle than this, 
that he expected to get a fhare of the 
three pence per pound, and of all othe 
profits arifing from future prefents ; and 
was afraid he fhould lofe it if he let the 

Ls meflenger 
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meffenger return. ThiSamily was called 
together in thechapel, where they held’ a 
long confultation, fent feveral meffages 
to the under fteward, who held faft the 
gate, and finally refufed to openit. They 
were driven at length to-an extremity and 
threw: the tea into the vault, where it 
perifhed, at:the fame time protefting that 
the whole blame ought to:be charged on 
the under fteward, 4s they had’no -inten- 
tion of injuring Mr. Bull if they could 
have avoided it. 





As.foon.as this was known in Mr. Bull’s 
family, his wife fell into a violent hyfterie 
fit, and in her raving phrenzy denounced 
all the vengeance which it was in her 
power to.execute, on-thefe refraCtory, un- 
grateful tenants; who would not accept. a” 
prefent when it was- fo: freely offered to 
them. But when fhe came a little to her-” 
felf, the was perfuaded:by her gambling 
companions not to. attempt any thing a- 
gainft the whole body, of the tenants, le 
they - 
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they fhould be driven by neceffity to form 
an union among themfelves, which might 
defeat the plan ; fhe therefore propofed to 
Mr. Bull to fingle out one of the moft re- 
fra€tory of them, and fhew his refentment 
ina particular manner to hzm, hoping 
that the others-would be intimidated and 
let him fuffer alone, and be glad to get of 
fo well themfelves. The perfon fingled 
out for the object of refentment was: John 
Codline, and the mode of refentment was 
as ridiculous as:it was malicious, for it-was 
nothing more nor lefs than to fend a bai- 
liff, with a pack of blood hounds, to ftand 
before the great gate that led to the front 
of his houfe. This, it was thought, would 
ftrengthen the authority of the under 
fteward who had the key of the gate, and’ 
would reduce the family. to this dilemma, 
either to'receive no» company and carry 
on no bufinefs, or elfe to fubmit'to Mr; 
Bull’s new mode of trading. 
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Tue reafon afligned for this particular 
mode of revenge was, that Mr. Bull, as- 
lord of the manor, claimed a kind of 
fovereign right tothe highway. He.had 
for a long time exacted an acknowledg-- 
ment from all paflengers ;, whenever they 
happened to meet any of his horfes or car= 
riages on the road, whether he was there 
himfelf or not, they were obliged to. doufe- 
the hat, or they might be fure of receiving 
a ftroke of the whip,. if not of being run 
down by his fervants, who had {pecial or~. 
ders not to let any omiflion of this nature: 
pafs unpunifhed. 


In confequence of this-manceuvre on’ 
the part.of Mr. Bull, every perfon who 
had any bufinefs to do with John Codline 
was {topped in the road, and ordered to 
go back, or pafs by like the Prieft and 
Levite, on the other fide. However, 
thofe who had a mind to fee him, found 
means to climb over the fence, or to go 
up a. narrow lane, which, by the help of a 
ftile 
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{tile and a foot path, led them to Codz 


line’s back door, 


Tus fpecies of punifhment expofed 
Mr. Bull to the ridicule of all his neigh. 
bors. It alfo proved quite ineffe€iual to 
the purpofe for which he defignedit. In. 
ftead of hindering company from coming 
to Codline’s houfe, it brought more; and 
he received many letters from thofe wha 
could not comein perfon. But, what was 
of more fervice to him than letters or vif- 
its was this, that many who were indebted 
to him came and made payment, and 
thofe who had at various times received 
favours from him when they were in dif. 
trefs, fent him prefents, and encouraged 
him to keep up a good heart, promifing 
to ftand by him to the laft extremity, if 
he fhould be reduced to it. 


Ir has been obferved, that one advan. 
tage-which Mr, Bull expeGed would arife 
from this {pecimen of his refined policy 
was, 
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was, that it would difunite the tenants, 
and frighten fome or perhaps all the oth- 
ers into a compliance with the new mode 
of trafic. This expe€ation was ground- 
ed on one of the Fables of Efop, which 
relates, that a fox who had been caught in 
a trap, and difengaged himfelf by the lofs 
of his tail, whenever he appeared among 
the foxes, was the obje& of their ridicule ; 
upon which he endeavoured to perfuade 
them that he had been. travelling to learn 
fafhions, and that the neweft fafhion was 
for foxes to cut off their tails as a ufelefs 
and burdenfome appendage, and boafted 
how much more light and nimble he had 
become fince he had parted with that en- 
cumbrance ; to which an old fox replied, 
that if he would do juftice to his argu- 
ment he ought to produce the /hears with 
which he had cut off his tail, for the con-~ 
viction of his brethren, 


Tuts fable, and the moral couched un- 
der it, raifed a great deal of vain expela~ 
tion 
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tion and triumph in the family of Mr. 
Bull; but the forefters had another of 
their own making, which was a match for 
it. A man meeting a ferpent in the field, 
ftruck at him with a ftick, and there being 
but one in his view he thought to kill him 
immediately ; but the {nake fet up fucha 
hifs as brought a dozen more out of their 
holes, who attacked the proud murderer 
in front, rear, and flank, and obliged him 
to take to his heels for fafety. This fable 
was fo much admired among the forefters 
at that time, that they had an engraving 
made on all their meflage cards, of a 
wounded ferpent, with this motto, orn 
or die. ADIEU, 
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XT. 


The quarrel begins in earneft and is carried 
znto the Law.—Conduti of the Managers 
on both fides.—The firft verdict in fa- 
vour of the Forefters given at Saratoga 


"T ii Rain falesuhichoaiiecaneiters 
fuppofed to be put, on them by the ob- 


firuGion of the road,.as mentioned in my 
laft, caufed a ferious alarm, and induced 
them .to call a meeting of the heads of the 
feveral families to confult for their own 
fafety. The refult of this meeting was to 
endeavour by all peaceable means in their 
power to effeét an accommodation ; but 
if that fhould fail, to prepare, in the beft 
manner they could, to affert and maintain 
their rights, poffeffions and properties. 


In 
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In profecution of the former ‘part of 
their plan, they wrote letters to'Mr. Bull, 
and to feveral members of: ‘his family ; 
and with refpeét to the latter part, ‘they 
came to a refolution to buy nothing more 
of him'till he fhould change his mode of 
conduét, and treat them as he had for~ 
merly-done. ab al 


In the letters which they wrote on this 
occafion, though they profefled a great 
deal of refpeét and affe€tion for the old 
gentleman himfelf; they-omztted to fend 
their compliments to his wife. This was 
more than madam ceuld bear. She 
therefore, after confulting with her gam- 
bling companions, determined upon the 
two following points; firft, that no an- 
{wer at all fhould:be given to the letter. 
and fecondly, that-an aétion at law dhould 
be‘entered, and the. tenants:ejeéted frem 
their poffeffions: She-would not. how- 
ever have come to this latter determina- 
tion, if fhe had not. been affured by.per- 
M fons 



























134 gue FORESTERS. 


fons, who pretended thoroughly tounder- — 


ftand their family fecrets, that the foref- 
ters would notidare todefend their tetle. in. 
law; but,on the firft appearance of .aile~ 
eal proces, would fubmit to any: terms,of 
eciceericiileh ican which her ladyfhip might 


think: proper to: impofe.: Full) of this | 


idea, fhe roundly {wore that fhe would fee 
‘them proftrate at her feet, before the 
would make’ up ‘the matter withthem:on 
any termis he 





sIneLuencep: by . Her! sete Mr, : 


Bull’s: choler. rofe to: the higheft pitch: 


As lord of‘ the manor,. he:placed bailiffs | 


and blood hounds inthe high way, and 


denied:all paflage to. any perfons without | 


his licenfe.. He:then called upon. all: the 
counfellors and-attornies to whom he had 
given a’retaining fee, and who were very 
numerous, to exertall:their learning and 
eloquence in maintaining his caufe, prom- 
ifing them not only a regular payment of 
their ‘fees, but'a generous: allowance for 
! ’ difburfements 
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difburfements and incidental charges, to 
be paid at fight by a draught on his 
banker. 


_, Duese fagacious gentlemen, many of 
whom were of Madam’s own: junto, find. 
ing that they had a fat client, contrived 
to hufband the job, and {pin out the caufe 
jfecundum artem. ‘They were old profic- 
ients im: the fcience, and knew very well 
how to take double receipts of their fla- 
tioners, bailiffs, meflengers, and other re~ 
tainers, 7. ¢. one receipt for the exa& fum 
paid, and another for double the fame 
fam ; thefe latter were always produced 
as vouchers in the fetthement of accounts, 
and: in the glorious uncertainty of the law 
were admitted under the name /of dupli« 
cates. It would divert you to fee the 
numberlefs items which they crouded into 
their bills of cofts, and the various pleas 
and pretences which were formed for de- 
mutring and continuing the caufe from 
one feffion to another; while they were 
feeding 
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feeding their client with the hope that in 
every next feffion. it would be decided. 


On the other hand, the forefters find- 
ing that Mr. Bull had retained fo many 
learned counfellors,fergeants and barrifters 
in his fervice, and'that he had by far the 
longeft purfe, were obliged to ufe the 
greateft economy in conduéting their de- 
fence. On looking round:to fee who was 


the moft prudent, the moft deliberate, and - 


the moft determined among them, and to 
whom they might with fafety commit their 
caufe, they unanimoufly pitched upon 
Walter Pipeweed’s grandfon George ; who, 


being ele€ted their chief attorney, modeftly — 


accepted the office on this generous condi- 
tion, that they fhould not infift on his re- 
ceiving any fee or reward, becaufe he con- 
ceived that in ferving them he was doing 
no more than his duty. This inftance of 
magnanimity was interpreted by them as 
a fure omen of fuccefs, 


GEORGE 
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GroRGE was a man of good'under. 
ftanding and’ ‘true fpunk ; ‘he had made 
confiderable progrefs in the ftudy/of the 
law forhis own amufement, and had pracs 
tifed at the bar in-the defence of his own 
family claims againft the encroachments 
of old Lewis. His abilities were of fuck 
a nature as to rife and fhine with the op- 
portunities which called them into a&tion. 
This was alfo the’ cafe’ with divers other 
perfons in the families of the forefters 
who would perhaps never have thought 
of engaging in the ftudy of the‘law, had 
not this controverfly been agitated ; but 
would have remained in the ftate’ which is 
thus elegantly defcribed by the poet. 


** Full many a. gem of pureft. ray ferene, 
The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear; 
Full many a flower is bora to bluth unfeen, 


- And wafte its fweetnefs on the defart air.”” 


Tus circumftance was predi@ted in the 
hearing of Mr. Bull’s wife, by a very 
Jearned and honeft gentleman, who would 
M 2 have 
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have: diffuaded her from giving her huf- 
band fuch bad. advice as to plunge him= 
{elf into that “ deep ditch,’’ the law, out 
of which there is no: coming till the laft 
farthing be paid. “If there are any feeds 
of. genius, faid this faithful advifer, they 
are.drawn. into.a@ion by public ferments 
' and troubles; but might have remained 
in time of tranquillity forever ufelefs and 
unknown, perhaps at the plough, under a: 
fhed, or among the loweft clafs. of me- 
chanics.’’** This. fage hint was. totally 
difregarded, becaufe, as 1 before obferv- 
ed, too. much confidence was. placed: in a 
fet of advifers, who pretended to know all 
the family fecrets of the forefters. But 
the prediétion was fully verified when this. _ 
lawfuit brought to: the bar one from his. 
farm, and another from his merchandife, 
one from. his fhed, and another from his: 
fhop,t till in fa& they became a match, 


In 


138 


* Vide Debates-in Parhament, March 16,.1775.- 

+ This.circumftance gave occafion to the following 
bagatelle, written, as is fuppofed, by fome dilaffected 
Or 
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in point of numbers at. leaft, for the 
whole hoft of Mr. Bull’s attornies, 


Tue firft aétion was brought againft 
John Codline, who was deemed the moft 
furly and refra€tory of the whole number. 
It was thought if he could be caft, the 
others would of courfe fubmit.. In this 
way of proceeding, Mr. Bull aéted like that 
{pecies of dog which bears his name, and 
which 1s known to attack his enemy by the 


head.. 

THE 
er perhaps: difappointed wag,.in one of- the fami-. 
lies. 

See folly on a lofty feat, 
And humble wifdom at her feet I’ 


On horfeback fee the beggar ride, 
With. princes walking. by. his fide. 


Pale Crifpin has his taft foregone; 

To ferve himfelf and fave his*town:; 
And Snip the taylor’s fhears are loft,, 
Becaufe he’s got a higher poft. 


So have I feen the kitchen. pot, 
When fet on coals profufely hot, 
Throw up its fediment to fcum, 
While bubbles dance amidit: the foam. 
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Tue caufe was learnedly argued at the 
Court of Bunker hall, and thé arguments 
in favour of the forefters made a very un- 
expeéted and very deep impreffion on the 
managers for Mr. Bull. They found it a 
much more ferious affair than they ‘had 
imagined, and thought. it beft to ftop 
fhort and have the cafe hung up, that they 
might confult their books over again, and 
prepare themfelves by better authorities 
and allegations at the next hearing. Af 
ter along time they contrived to fhift their 
ground,* and let John alone. They ad- 
vifed Mr. Bull to fend for fome lawyers 
out of Germany, who had been more ufed 
to this game, and to lay an.attachment on 
the eftate of Peter Bullfrog, and the farm 
called Cefarea ; where they expected to 
gain fome greater advantage, partly be- 
caufe the tenaricy’ was ‘different, being 
founded on courtefy and not on leafe, and 
partly becaufe of the diffentions which 
they heard were fubfifting in thefe fami- 


lies. 
* March, 1776. 
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lies. In this interval alfo Madam Bull’s 
refentment was raifed fo high, that fhe 
{wore point blank that not one of thefe 
refractory fcoundrels fhould enter her 
hufband’s doors nor have the leaft con- 
nection with him, but that fhe would drive 
them off from the land, and repeople the 
foreft with another fet of men. 


141 


WueEn they had heard of this refolu. 
‘tion, the heads of all the families in one 
of their confultations, came to a determi- 
nation to publifh an advertifement, fetting 
forth the various abufes and grievances 
which they had fuffered from Mr. Bull, 
his wife, and her junto; and declaring 
that they looked upon the country as their 
own, and themfelves as free from any ob- 
ligations to him, and at liberty to look out 
for other markets, and invite other mer- 
chants to form connexions with them. 
This tranfaG@ion was fo important an era 
in the controverfy, that the fourth of Fuly, 


the day on which the advertifement was . 


dated, 


eine aipt Nag Ay bee EO 


egg . , 
me: are re seston » 
i tht: : z 


eee 
- ae 
> ges oe 









$42 oxu2 FORESTERS, 


dated, has-ever fince been: celebrated as a 
day of feftivity. The morning of that 
anniverfary is ufhered in with a firing of 
guns and fluttering of pigeons. At noon 
you. may hear fome young lad {pouting 
a declamation in favour of free trade ; 
which 1s generally followed-by a bowl of 
punch and a rump of beef, and the day is 
concluded with a fong and a dance. 


In the progrefsiof the aGion, feveral 
points of law: were argued at different 
times with much fkill and learning. On 
one of thefe occafions George was reduc. 
to a dilemma, and his opponents thought 
him abfolutely : filenced ; but fuddenly 
recolleéting himfelf, he rofe fuperior to 
them,*’ and compelled them again to 
move for a continuance. “Thus the caufe 
was kept fufpended till the therd year was 
almoft clofed. At Jength a vaunting 
braggadocio of a barrifteron Mr. Bull’s 
fide, who thought to carry all before him, 

was 


* Trenton, 1776. 
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was fo completely anfwered and confut. 
ed in an obftinate argument, that a verdi@ 
was given at Saratoga hall in favour of 
thofe plantations, which had been fued 
for in the northern part of the manor. 
This verdi& relieved the forefters in fome 
degree, and it was hoped would provea 
good precedent for the decifion of the 
other fuits which were meditating a- 
gainft their brethren in the fouthern 
part. 


Tue unfortunate barrifter was feverely 
reflected on by Mr. Bull’s wife, for not 
doing his duty ; and he was obliged to 
juftify himfelf by producing his inftruc- 
tions, and by telling a number of ferious 
truths refpe&ting the foreft and the foref. 
ters, which Mrs. Bull had often heard be- 
fore but would not believe. The rela- 
tion of thefe truths was fo very offenfive, 
that fhe influenced her hufband never 
more to employ him; and as he could get 
on 
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no other bufinefs in the law, he-has fince 
betaken himfelf to writing plays andro. 
mances. | 





LETTER 
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The. Forefters apply for help to. Mr. fsa 
“18s-——are firft treated with evafi 10nd fn 
‘phir wand obtain their requeft—Alarm in 

Mr. Buvw’s family—His conference 
with his wife—Her maneuvres upon 
| the occafion—~ Difappointed by the lide 

‘ibility A the pibyacyniter 


,DEAR SIR, 


You may well’ rappele that a 
three years lawfuit was a very expenfive 
undertaking on both fides; and you will 
wonder how the forefters, circumfanced 
as they were, could ftruggle with fuch an 
antagonilt ; efpecially when the high way 
was fo ob{tructed that they could not car- 
ry their‘provifions to market'to procure 
them cafh. The truth ‘is,’ that though 
they were ferved gratis by ‘their prime 
countellor, yet they were obliged to give 

N promiflory 
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promiflory notes to the attornies, {criven- 
ers, bailiffs, and meflengers, whom they 
employed under. him 5. but .as the prof- 
pect of payment was diftant, the notes 
paffed at'a difeount, andthe ‘only remedy 
in their power was to ifflue more, which 
inftead of reataing ee the diffi- 
culty. : 


Tix ¥:had early fotefiien this difficulty, 
and applied privately to Mr, Lewis, Mr. 
Frog, and Lord Strut, to borrow money 
on intereft. Thefe old. curmudgeons, 
though « each of them looked with an en- 
vious eye on Mr, Bull, and fecretly wifh- 
ed he might lofe the caufe, yet were in- 
duced by various confiderations.to evade 
the queftion propofed to them by the 
forefters, “ We muft, faid they, keep 
up appearances with our old neighbour ; 
we have accounts open with him, as well 
as Claims upon fome portions of land, to 
which our title is no better than his; we 
may draw ourfelves into a {crape, and fet 
our 
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our own tenants a bad example, for who 
knows but the fame arguments may avail 
with them to refufe their rents tous? Be- 
fides, how do we know whether thefe fel 
lows will ever be able: to pay ? They of- 
fer 'to mortgage the manor to us,’ but the 


title is yet in difpute, and how do we know: 


whether it be theirs or Mr. Bull’s ?” 
Thefe were the fecret reafons which in- 
duced them to evade a dire& anfwer to 
the meffengers ;. and, like true courtiers, 


To fqueeze their hands, and beg them come to- 
morrow.’? 


Burt as foomas the verdi&t was given at 
Saratoga hall, they began to change their 


mind, and wifh not only to make them 


debtors, but even-to enter into contraéts 
to a large amount,. 


Mr. Lewis was the firft to make ad= 
vances, and meeting the meflengers one 
day on ’change, he accofted them thus : 
“Your fervant gentlemen—lI congratulate 


you on your fuccefs ; you are welcome to: 


my 
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my houfe, and;warehoufe; and table; |: I 
‘will lend-you a few livres to. help you, to 
finifh the. controverly ;- and if Mr. Frog 
will advance a-few ftivers, I will give him 
my bond for. fecurity.. . Befides, I will 
confent that .my. own counfellors, barmf. 
ters, and attornies, whom] have retained, 
fhall afift you at- the next feffion, and I 
will fee if I. cannotiopen the high way, 
that you may. bring your produce to mar- 
ket... When you fee Lord Strut, give my. 
compliments to him, and_tell him what I 
have promifed, and I dare: fay he will, 


. 448 


out of friendfhip to me, and for the fake 


of our old family compad, give you fome 
affiftance ; for look ye, gentlemen; I will 
be honeft with you, I mean to promote 
my own tntereft by ferving you, arid I'am 
fure he has the fame meaning.”’ 


Tus change in the fentiments and lan- 
guage of Mr. Lewis was immediately made 


known to Mr. Bull, by means of fome. 


running footmen, who frequently carried 
news 





| 








news from one houfe to the other. Con-: 
fternation feized the whole family, and. 


Mrs. Bull herfelf began to think it a very 
ferious matter, and that-it: was neceffary 


to do’ fomething immediately to prevent’ 
worfe confequences.. She therefore held’ 
a. curtain .conference -with Mr, Bull on: 


the:fubje&t, thus— 


Mrs. B. Well, my ‘dear, what-do you: 
think of the condu& of. your neighbour : 


Lewis ? ” | | 


Mr. B. Why I ‘think’he isa deccit- 
ful dog and means to ruin me. ~ If thefe’ 
fellows get him for théir friend, he will’ 
draw in Lord Strut and Nic Frog, and I 
fhall have them all to contend with at — 


once ; .and therefore I think we had bet= 
ter compromife the matter with the ten-~ 
ants and let them. take the land, if. they 


will, and go to the D—1; why fhould I 


keep on throwing away good money after 


bad ; I am.damnably in debt now, and 
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I wifh to ftop where I-am, without getting 
any ‘deeper into the law.. 


Mrs. B. ¥ agree ‘with: you;.my dear, 
that he is a deceitful dog, and I with the’ 
tenants could know his true charaéter ; if 
they did, Iam perfuaded they would not 
put any confidence in him. There is a 
number of very fenfible perfons: among 
them, and by the difcourfe which EF have 
had with fome who know their fecrets, I 
believe that means might yet be found to: 
divide them, and..to detach them from the 
intereft of Lewis ; and if you will let: me 
manage the matter, I have no doubt that 
I fhall be able to accomplifh it, 


Poor John fetched a deep figh, and 
- faid inwqrdly—Ah, I have let. you manage 
my matters fo. long, that you have almolt 
brought me to ruin! Then raifing his 
voice and wiping hiseyes, he replied, Well, 
my dear, I have told you my mind plainly, 
but if you think you can do any thing to 
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fave me, pray be fpeedy ; I would gladly 
keep’ the tenants attached to me,. for the 
benefit of their trade, which is’a' matter of 
more confequence than’ their rent, and if 
I fhould finally lofe the land, T with to be 
again:connected with them in bufinefs. — 


Mrs. B..,.Never.fear,, I do not doubt. 
but we fhall find. means: to Keep the land, 
and have, the trade too. (I know-how to 
{weeten them. and. bring them to good. 
humour.again,, 


As: foon as this conference was ended, 
fhe wrote a billet ina very: complaifant ftile, 
but in a hand fcarcely legible,* and was. in 
fuch a hurry to fend.it, that fhe could not 
wait for one of the clerks to copy it, pres 
fenting Mr..and Mrs. Bull’s compliments 
to the gentlemen tenants, informing them 
that it was not intended to trouble them 
any farther for the payment of paper and 
pack thread, which had been the occafion 


of the controverfy ; but to fettle all mat- 
ters 
* 1778: 
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ters by a reference, and that fuitable-per—- 
fons {hould,feon -be. deputed to, confer: 
with them,.or any’ of them,.on'the prem-- 
ifes.. .This billet was hurried away by an, 
exprefs, and aCually. arrived, before.the} 
forefters had.. heard; of _Mr.: Lewis’s in: 
tended kindnefs to them. But they re-. 
ceived’ it‘ with ‘contempt, and ‘gave “no > 
other ‘anfwer to‘if than’ this, “Let Mr” 
Bull withdraw-his-a@ion and ‘clear the> 
read,'and we will ‘talk -with him’; ‘but as - 
to his wife, we will have nothing -to do+ 
with her.’? ° 


A¥rtER they had given this anfwer,’ 
word was-brought them of the good will | 
of Mr. Lewis, which was received ‘with * 
the greateft joy imaginable.’ Hé was ac. - 
counted the fineft gentleman inthe whole 
country, and all the ftories which they ’ 
nad heard-of him through the’ medium of ' 
Bull’s family, were fet down’ as lies)... He* 
was regarded as the. proteéter of the in- 

7 | jared, - 
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jared, the\helper of the: diftreffed, and 


the friend of the rights of mankind.: 


Wutxe the praifes of Lewis were thus 
echoed from houfe to houfe, the deputies. 
of Madam Bull arrived.. ‘They were in- 
ftru€ted by her ladyfhip to enter. into free 
converfation with the forefters, or any of 
them, publicly or privately; to tell them 
that they .were greatly deceived if ‘they 
took Mr. Lewis for theirfriend’; that he 
was an arch, fly, deceitful fellow, and that 
no truft ought to be put in him; that 
Mr. and Mrs. Bull were very amicably 
difpofed toward them, and willing to for- 
get and forgive all that was paft, to renew 
the former intercour(é, to take off all the 
charges and burdens which’ had’ been 


complained of ; to help them pay the 


debt which they had incurred’ by the law- 
fuit ; and as the greateft proof imaginable 
of Mrs. Bull’s particular favour to them, 
fhe would admit any of them’ to vilit 


her in her own drawing room, and give 


them: 
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them a feat'at her cardtable. ‘Asa toker 
of her fincerity in ‘thefe profeffions, the 
fent feveral prefents to their wives and 
daughters, ‘and gave the deputies a large 
purfe of money to be diftributed prevately 
among the moft influential eae Se in the 
feveral families. | 


~ THe deputies had Sos sighed be~ 
fore they fent:their footman to the door 
of the houfe where the heads of the fami- 
lies were affembled, with a meflage. of 
compliments: to announce their arrival, 
and afk. permiffion to make a friendly vif. 
it. The porter refufed. entrance to the 
footman, and he returned, without having 
delivered his meflage. :The deputies then: 
wrote the purport of their errand and fent 
it to the porter, who delivered it, and the 
following anfwer was returned— 


- Gentiemen, we “cannot hear any 
invectives again{t our good friend Mr, 
Lewis. If your mafter is in earneft, tell 

| him 
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him that he mutt withdraw his a&tion and 
clear the road; :Thisods all-from siti 
humble fervants, 


The Foresters.” 


Disarpoinrep and chagrined, but not 
wholly difcouraged, the deputies attempt- 
ed privately to get into fome of the 
houfes ; but they were refufed entrance. 
They wrote letters and threw them in at 
the windows, or put them into the key 
holes, but all to no purpofe. The firm. 
nefs and inflexibility of the forefters af- 
tonifhed them, and they were obliged to 
return with aching hearts, and tell their 


_ mafter-andmilftrefs that the foreft was loft 


forever. 


Awnp now was verified the old faying, 


-4¢ Barth has no-ccurfe like love to hatred turn’d:; 
“4¢ Hell has no fury like a woman fcorn’d.”’ 


Bur 
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But ‘Madam’s fury ‘and “its *confe- 
quences,” will ‘be the fuabjeGt of my 


next. 54 
| i Adieu. 
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Mrs. Buxx’s rage, and its effet on the 
neighbours.—Several families affociate 
to, defend their right to the high Way.—= 
Quarrel opens with Lord Srruvr and 
Mr. Froe.—The Forefters profecute 

_ their controverfy .and obtain a Second, 
verdi.— Mr. Buvy’s real friends ine 
terpofe, and convince his wife of her er= 
ror.—She aduifes him to compromife the 
matler—He figns a guitclaim of the 
Foreft. sss 


DEAR SIR, 


Noruinc could exceéd ‘the 
rage into which Mrs. Bull was thrown by 
this difappointment. “O thefe curfed, 
dtubborn, ungrateful, difobedient wretch- 
es, to refufe all my invitations, and fpurn 
at my offers of friendfhip and reconcilia- 

O tion ! 
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tion ! What, not admit my deputies into 
their houfes ! Did ever any woman {fuf- 
fer fuch difgrace ? Well, faith I will be 
revenged, and they fhall feel the power of 
my vengeance. I-will prefecute them to 
the utmoft extremity of the law; ay, and 
beyond law too, for I will fet their houfes 
on fire over their heads, and drive them 
off the land! And astothat deceitful dog 
of a Lewis, 1 will raife fuch a hornet’s 
neft about his éars, that he fhall repent 
fis bargain! If Lord Strut attempts to 
help him, I’ll lay an attachment upon his 
richeft farms. And as for Nic Frog, if 
he lends them money, I will break up his 
warehoufe, and fell all his goods by auc- 
tion. I will fatiate my vengeance on the 
whole pack of them, and if I fall myfelf 
among the general wreck, I fhall have the 
glory of dying like Samfon in the ruin of 
my enemies.’ 


“Tus rage which Mrs. Bull indulged 
on this occafion, and the noife which fhe 
made 
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made in her raving fits, raifed:a great a~ 
larm in the family, and as hyfterics are 
faid to be catching, fo ‘the diftemper 
fpread 1 into the two next families, viz. in- 
to thofe of fifter Peg and brother Patrick. 
The former imagined that it was Mr. 
Bull’s intention to callin Lord Peter to 
his aid, becaufe he had been of late fome- 
what complaifant to thofe of his natural 
children, which refided in the family ; 
and the latter expected that he fhouldibe 
treated in the fame manner as the forel- 
ters, becaufe he had complained of fome 
reftraints:and impofitions from his brother 
ohn Bull, in refpeét to his trade and bul- 
inefs, which was that of a linen draper. 
Old jealoufies and grudges were revived 
on this occafion,; and the whole neigh- 
bourhood was in confufion. The digs in 
Peg’s family kept a conftant howling and 
barking, and were an{wered by thole of Mr. 
Bull. Several of them actually ran mad,* 
and Bull was obliged to’ place guards at 
his 


* Proteftant affociation, 1779 and 17805 
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+his doors.and gates, who. attacked the curs 
with clubs and killed feveral.on the fpot. 
In the midft of this hurly burly, his:houfe- 
was fet on fire, and was atually feen 
blazing in thirty fix places at once ;* :the- 
fire even penetrated: madam’s drawing: 
room, and her card party were obliged to: 
hand buckets and pump the engine ;. and’ 
it was not without the greateft exertions: 
thatthe whole manfion. was faved from: 
utter deftrudtion. 


A pirFricuLty alfo arofe from another 
quarter, where it was little expeéted.. 
The meafure which Mr. Bull had adopt-. 
ed of {topping the high way provoked all 
the neighbours, who. thought it.a great 
infringement of their common rights ;. 
but as he was a perfon.ef fo much wealth 
and .power, they were afraid openly to- 
conteft that point with him. Atlength 
an elderly widow lady, of large property, 
with. whom he bad alwayslived-onfriend« 

ly 
* Lord G, Gordon’s mob, 
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ly terms, and who generally went by the 
name of Madam Kate, took the liberty ‘to 
tell him, that fhe could no longer fuffer 
her! neighbours and herfelf to be fo im- 
pofed upon ; that the high way was com~ 
mon‘to all; that he had no right to ftop 
paflengers and examine them, but that 
every body ought to-go about their daw- 
ful. bufinefs without. let-or hindrance, .and 
that fhe was determined to form a.com- 
 bination*® with: Mr. Frog; Mr. Lewis, 
Lord Strut, and all the other neighbours, 
to. remove the incumbrances which, Mr. 
Bull had thrown in the way, and clear the 
paflage.. : 
Turs combination extended to other 
objeéts,. befides clearing the high. way. 
‘They were all difpofed to help the foref- 
ters againft Mr. Bull, though in different 
ways. Lewis had already. lent them 


money and feed lawyers to plead for them. 
Lord 


* Armed neutrality. formed by the Emprefs of 
Ruffia, &c. 
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Lord Strut, though rich in landed inter. 
eft, yet generally anticipated his revenues, 
‘(or as the vulgar phrafe is, ‘ate’ the ‘calf in 
the ‘cow’s belly) che therefore had no- 
money: to-fpare’;. but to-oblige his friend. 
Lewis, he laid an ‘attachment on a fouth-. 
erly corner of ithe foreft, which formerly 
belonged to‘him, and which fromthe nu- 
merous ‘flowers with ‘which it’ abounds, 
had got'the name of ‘Terra Florida. Att 
the fame time ‘he attached ‘one ‘of Mr,. 
Bull’s favourite hunting feats,* which. 
commanded an extenfive profpea, and 
was fituate . extremely. convenient ‘for 
hunting, fowling, and fifhing. It ‘had’ 
foymerly belonged to Strut, but he had 
foolifhly loft it by. flaking itin a game of 
qwhift, which he played with. Mr. Bull.’ It 
was a doubt in law whether real eftate 
could be held: by fuch tenure, but Bull 
had poffefion, and that you know is e- 
leven points of the law. At any rate, it 
would oblige Bull to defend; and that 
; would 
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would coft him money, and divert fome 


_at leaft,of his Lyi drools from the. ltkt Sin of 


‘the foreft. 


A SECRET correfpondence “had: for 
fome time been carried on between the 
forefters and Mr. Frog, for a loan of cafh 
_and a mercantile contrast. Bull had: fuf- 
peed it, but could not prove it, till one 


snight,. his myrmidons caught a. meflenger 
from the foreft and: fearched his pockets,* 


in which were found certain letters and: 
other papers, which were fuppofed to a 
mount to full evidence. 


Upon this: occafion an advertifément 
was publifhed, according to fafhion, jufti- 
fying, the meafures-about to-be taken, and 
deploring the-evilsswhich were conneated 
with them. However {mall a fhare of 
credit thefe publications obtain, it is gen- 
erally as much as. they deferve. 


Fo 


* Capture of Mr. Laurens. 
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To make fhort work with Frog, Mr. 
Bull got .a fearch ‘warrant, and fent:a bat- 
liff to his riche ft warehoufe,* who’ entered 
it, per_fas aut nefas, tumbled over the 
merchandife under pretence of fearching 
for ftolen goods ; and having taken aw ay 
as many as he pleafed, by a writ ‘of ven= 
ditiont exponas, he put them up at auc- 
tion, and it is faid made a fortune by this 
job. Mr. Lewis was fo exafperated at 


the outrage thus committed on his friend 


Frog, that by a writ of jeire facias he 
Jaid claim to the ware’ houfe and its 
contents, and brought in Bull “for dam- 
LAgESe. - 


In: fhort; Mr. Bull now- found himfelf 
foufed over head and ears in that “ deep 
ditch,’ the law. Lrke Ifhmael of old, 
His hand was againit every man, and ev- 
ery man's hand “apie him. Look which 
way foever he would, he found enemies, 
and-his own family were continually buz- 

zing 


* St, Euftatius. 
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zing in his ears.that,he would. bring his: 


affairs to-ruin, 


By the affiftance derived from the loans 
which they had negotiated with Lewis 
and Frog, and the additional counfellors 
and attornies which Lewis employed for 


them, the forefters purfued the contro- 


verfy with as much vigor as the forms, 
delays, and uncertainty.of the law would 


permit. -No lefs than four years longer 


were confumed in this expenfive quarrel, 
and Mr. Bull’s numerous retinue of law- 
yers were employing themfelves in: the 
various chicanery and tergiverfations of 
their profefiion, all the while fattening on 
the profits of the fuit,; whilft his debt 
was growing at {uch a rate that he was at 
his wit’s,end to.keep the:intereft from ace 
eumulating as well as the principal. At 
length, by, a capital manceuvre of Pipe- 
weed’s grandfon George, aided by the 
counfellors of Lewis, the caufe was 
brought to.a hearing at York court, and 
the 
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the arguments were of fuch efficacy that a 
fecond verdiél was given in favour of the 
forefters, with large damages. This ver- 
di€&t came fo near to a final decifion, that 
all Mr. Bull’s friends were convinced he 
could no longer maintain an a€tion againft 
the forefters; and fome. trufty old fer- 
vants ventured to whifper in madam’s ear 
that it was high time to end the contro- 
verfy, for that ifcould not. poflibly be 
carried any farther without bringing the 
family and the trade to total ruin. 





“ Tioox ye, madam, faid’they, how all 
the fchemes which you have laid have 
been uniformly defeated ; you have pro- 
feffed to know the family /ecrets of thefe 
forefters ; but thofe fellows who pretend- 
ed’ to give you this information have de- 
ceived you. In faé they have no fuch 
fecrets as your ladyfhip imagines. “What 
has been openly told you all along ts the 
truth, andyou ought long ago to have be- 


Heyed it. Now the conviction has-forc- 
ed. 
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ed itfelf upon you, and you can no longer 
withitand it. -The forefters have been 
defending their title in the law, and they 


have made it appear fo plainly, that .no: 


jury in the world will ever give a verdi@ 
againft ‘them. '‘All: who aré acquainted 
with new lands ‘know- that ‘the labour at- 
tending the improvement of them is worth 
ten times more than the land; and in fa& 
gives the beft title to it. If our mafter 
will now end the matter'by a compromife, 
he may yet fave fome part of the manor 
at the northward, ~where is the beft of 
hunting and fifhing ; but if he purfues the 
matter any farther he will lofe it all.” 


“Tuese faithful remonftrances, enforced 
by the neceflity of the cafe, began to have 


fome effeé& on the turbulent mind of 


madam. She faw that it was in vain to 
contend again{t the opinions of all man- 
kind, and therefore in her next curtain 
Jeéture fhe held a fhort.dialogue with Mr. 
Bull, thus— 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. B. ° My dear; I: have’ béeen'think=: 
ing whether it would not’ be ‘beft for you 
to come'to.a fettlement of sity longcon= 
troverfy. te 


\ Mr. B..(groaning, anwardly) So steal 
‘you~ have Changed. your’ mind, have. 
you? 


Mrs. B. Yxs, my dear, I find I have 
been deceived with falfe information, or I 
would never have advifed you to profe- 
‘Gute the matter fo far. 


Mr. B. “Wetut, but how like a fool 
fhall I appear to the world, if, after Ihave 
threatened and hectored- thefe fellows, 
and fpent fo much money to recover my: 
night, I fhould give it up at this time of 
day ? 


Mrs. B. Wry’ you know, my dear, 
that’ you have formerly’ made concef- 
fions' to\them, becaufe I’ judged it expe- 
dient, 


Mr. 
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Mr. B. Avy, then I retained my claim 
of right ; but that will not do now 


Mrs. B.. True, my dear, you muft 
give up your right and title to about two 
thirds of the foreft; but. you. may full 
hold the other ‘third, and I dare fay no- 
body will conteft your right to that. -And 
as for that part which you give up; you 
may fay by it as old Lewis did of that 
which you once took from him. “ Hang 
it, it is not worth the keeping ; it has al- 
ways been a bill of coft to me,” and the 
like. | 


Mr. B. I wisn, my dear, you had 
given me this advice fome years fooner, I 
fhould have faved my money and my 
cr edit too. , 


Mrs. B. Wy, my dear, I tell you I 
was deceived; I am as forry as you are 
for the lofs of the money and of the forett, 
but as the cafe is now circumftanced, I 
think a compromife would be bett. 

Mr. 
P 
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Mr. B. Wett,‘I will confider of -it. 


Wuewn Mr. Bull had taken the matter 
into confideration, he thought it beft to 
wait the iffue of the fuit.with Lord: Strut 
about the-hunting feat, for he was loth to 
lofe that’; and happily for him, when that 
caufe came to tryal, it was argued fo forc- 
ibly by his lawyers, that: Strut was obliged 
to give itup. As foon as Bull heard of 
that, he cried out,’ “Now is the moment 
of victory—now is the time’ for peace.’* 
‘So calling one of his clerks, “ Here, fays 
he, go and fettle the matter with the for- 
eflers, or their deputies, on the beft terms 
that you can.” The deputies and the 
clerk foon came to an agreement, and a 
quitclaim deed was drawn, defcribing the 
butts and bounds of the foreft, and dif. 
tinguifhing what he gave'up to. them from 
what lic retained. ‘This quit¢laim being 
properly engroffed, he with:a trembling 
hand and aching -heart fubfcribed :it, 
while: madam, flanding behind him, 

: could 
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could not help fhedding a tear at the 
fight of a tranfa@ion to which fhe would 
never have-confented but from dire ne- 
ceffity. 
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Roky Tok) Bik XIV. 


The Forefters form a partner fhip.—tlt 
proves deficient and ineffettual.—Their 
Clock owt of order.—Their ftrong box 
empty.—Difturbances in fome of the 
families.—A meeting 1s called to revife 

and amend the parinerfhip. 


“DEAR SIR, 


I W AS loth to break the thread 
of my narration in my former letters, and 
you know that we prattling folks love to 
tell our ftories in our own way, which we 
are under great advantage to do when we 
are writing letters. But I will now go 
back to tell you fomething of the manner 
in which the forefters managed their do- 
meftic affairs during the controverfly with 
Mr. Bull, and for fome time after 1f was 
clofed. 

WHEN 
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Wuen they had broken theirconnex4 
10n with him, it was:uncertain what con- 
nexions they might form, abroad}: but ct 
was judged expedient:for! them to be us 
nited: among themfelves, that no one fam= 
Uy. fhould-conne& itfelf. in trade with any 
merchant orfa€tor, without the confent of 
the. others...’ In, fhort it-became neceflary 
fori them ‘to, enter into,a. partnerfhip: for 
thein mutual. intereft ‘and-convenience! 
To do this. was .& nice point, and requir 
ed much. delicacy. , I¢ was,to.themaa new 
fubje€t, and théy. had/an untrodden: path 
before , them,.,- After, much: confuiltation 
and inquiry, their. ingenuity fuggelted to 
them the.idea.of am original focialocoms 
pa... W hy fhould. we, faid they, look 
abroad’ forprecedents, when, we have es 
nough among ourfelves:? See;the beavers 
in,our.own brooks and «meadows, ;how 
they work.in. complete »partnerfhip;seach 
family has its own cell, and a number of 
cellsare placed in one pond. They: dar- 
ry on their, operations ‘with peacesand us 

P'2 nanimity 
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nanimity, without even the appearance of 
a-mafter. Here is a-perfect republic, ‘a 
complete equality,:a ftriking example of 
order without’ fubordination, ‘of Hberty 
_ without jealoufy, of induftry without cou 
ercion, of economy without ‘parfimony, 
of fagacity without overbearing influence: 
Every. one knows: his own bufinefs and 
dots it, their labout'goeés on with regular- 
ity and:decency’; theif wnited efforts ferve 
the common ¢aufe, and the ititereft OF év- 
ery one‘is involved in that of the whole: 
Leteus go-and-do likewife.” The “hint 
took, anda plan of CoN FEDERATION, as 
it was called, was drawn ‘up of ‘principles 
of the pureft equality’; ‘each family re- 
taining the entire control of its own ‘dou 
meftic concerns, without any interference © 
of the ‘others, and-agreeing to contribute 
woluntavily itsproportion of labour’ and 
shoney ite fupport the: coramon intereft. 

- Burs Was, in theory, ai very pretty de- 


VIC}: uaa fuited toa fet of people who 
) thought 
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thought themfelves completely virtwous. 
But as it often happens that great in’ge- 
nuity exifts without much ‘judginent or 
policy, fo it proved ‘here. © Thefe foref. 
ters did not confider that their intelleGs 
were not, like thofe ‘of the beavers, cdn- 
fined to a few particular objects; that 
they were not like the ‘beavers, voidof 
paffions and prejudices, void of ambition, 
jealoufy, avarice and felf intereft.‘ With 
all the infirmities and vices of humanity, 
they were expe@ting to eftablifh a ‘com- 
munity on a plan fimilar to that'in which 
no fach deforinities can poflibly find ads 
mittance. | 

- THoucn fora while, and during the 
period of the lawfuit, when common dan- 
ger impelled them to keep themfelves 
clofe together, this'plan an{weréd the ‘end 
better than none ; yet iz fad the ‘notion 
of independence had fo intoxicated their 
minds, that having caft off their depen- 


dence on Mr. Bull, they thought them. 
lelves 
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felvesindependent of all the worldibefide: 
When-they had got entirely clear of the 
controverfy with him, they: were in; ithe 
condition of a young heir juft come of 
age, who feels: proud of<his, freedom, and 
thinks he has'a right to.aé& without con~ 
trol. Each family felt.its;own amport- 
ance, and, expeéted asdegree of ,refpee 
from the others in proportion ‘to.its.nume 
bers, its property, its.exertions, its antiq- 
utty,,and: other trifling. confiderations, 
which ought never,to, have had any. place 
in a partnerfhip, of complete equality, ; 
and in confequence. of, this. intoxicating 
idea of independence, each family.claimed 
the right of giving or withholding its con- 
fent to what was propofed: by’ at er all 
of the others:: | | 


In.the club reom, among.a number of 
ingenious devices; there was-a clock; of a 
moft. curious and. intricate conftruétion, 
by. which all the.common concerns of the 
partnerfhip wereto-be regulated... It had, 
one 
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one bell, on which thirteen diftin@® ham- 
mers ftruck the hours. Each hammer 
was moved by independent wheels and 
weights, each fet of wheels and weights 
was enclofed'ina feparate cafe, the key of 
which was kept, not as it ought to have 
been, by the perfon who reprefented the 
family at club, but in each manfion houfe ; 
and every family claimed a right either to 
keep the key at home or fend it to club, 
when and by whom they pleafed. Now 
as this: clock, like all other automatons, 
needed frequently. to be wound up, to be 
oiled and cleaned, a very nice and partic- 
ular adjuftment of circumftances was nec- 
effary to preferve the regularity of its 
motions, and make the hammers perform 
their fun@ions with propriety. Some- 
times. one or two of the hammers would 
be out of order, and when it came to the 
turn of one to ftrike ic would be filent ; 
then there muft be a running or fending 
home for the key, and the houfes being at 


a confiderable diftance, much. time was. 


{pent 
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{pent in waiting. Sometimes the meflen= 
ger arrived at an unfeafonable hour, when‘ 
the family was alleep, or abroad in the: 
fields, and it would take up a‘confidera- 
ble time to colle@ them, and lay-the cafe 
before ‘them, that‘they might deliberate’ 
and determine whether the key fhould be 
fent or not‘; and’ before this-could be! 
done, the clock would cet more out of or= 
der. By this means, the club*was fre-. 
quently perplexed; they knew neither 
the hour of the~ day, nor the day of the 
month; -they could not date their letters 
nor adjuft their books, nor’ do. bufinefs- 
with any ‘regularity, 


Besipes this there was another incon 
venience.. For though they hada ftrong 
box, yet it was filled with nothing. but 
buls of parcels and accounts prefented for 
payment, contracts of loans and inden- 
tures for fervices. No money could be 
had from any of the families but by their 
own voluntary confent ; and. to.gain this 
confent 
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-confent there was great difficulty. Some 
had advanced what they fuppofed to be 
snore than their proportion ; others had 
paid lefs. The former would give no 
‘more till the latter had made up their 
quotas, and there was no authority which 
could call any one to account, or make 
him do his duty. Their whole eftates 
were mortgaged for the money which they 
had borrowed of -Mr. Lewis and Mr. 
Frog; and yet they could carry on no 
bufinefs in partnerfhip. .In fa&t they had 
formed fuch an unheard of,kind of part- 
nerfhip, that though they could run 
themfelves in.debt, yet they could not o- 
blige one another.to raife any money to 
cifcharge their debts. 


E.acu family however carried ona fep- 
arate trade, and they contrived to under- 
‘fell each other, both at home and at 
market. Each family alfo had a feparate 
debt, which fome were providing means 

sto difcharge, and others neglefted. In 
one 
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one or two of the families they went to 
loggerheads among themfelves. John 
Codline’s family was for feveral days a 
{cene of confufion and diforder; nothing 
was feen or heard’but curfing and calling 
names, kicking thins and pulling nofes. 
John at firft tried to filence them by gen- 
tle means, but finding thefe ineffe€tual, 
he at length drew his fcymitar, and {wore 
he would cut off the ears of the firft that 
fhould dare to make any more noife. 
This threatening drove two or three tur- 
-bulent fellows out of doors, after which 
the houfe was tolerably quiet. Some- 
‘thing of the fame kind happened in :Rob- 
ert Lumber’s family, but he made fo good 
a ufe of his fift as quelled the difturbance 
-at once. 


In the family of Roger Carrier there 
feemed to be a predominant lurch for 
‘knavery, for he publicly advertifed that 
he was ready to pay his debts by notes of 
hand fubjeé& to a-difcount, the amount of 
which 
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which was indefinite, becaufe continually 
increafing ; and that whoever did‘hot take 
his pay when thus offered, might go with. 
out. The othér familiés wete alatnied 4€ 
his condu€ ;‘ but had'no-power to oblige 
him to deal honeftly; and he carried hig 
rosuery fo far ‘as‘to bid thein all defiz 


In this ftate of debility and diftraQion; 
it became neceflary.to confult 6n- fome 
meafures for'a better plan | of union, 
They began tobe conviaced that they 
were not beavers, nor capable of fubfift- 
ing ‘in fuch a flate of fociety as had been 
adopted from them. Something more 
energetic was wanted to compel the lazy, 
to check the knavith, to dire& the induf. 
trious, and to keep the honeft from being 
impofed upon. It had been often in con- 
templation to amend the mode of partner- 
fhip ; but now the diforders in fome of 
the families became fo alarming, that 
though they had been quelled for the 
O prefent, 
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prefent, it, was uncertain whether. they 
would not break. out again, efpecially as 
one whole family feemed determined o- 
penly to patronife roguery. Thefe con- 
fiderations ferved to haften the change 
which had been contemplated... It was 
accordingly moved in the club, that each 
family fhould appoint one or more per- 
fons to meet together, and confult upon 
fome alterations and improvements in the 
partnerfhip. This meeting was accord- 
ingly held, and the refult of it fhall be the 
fubje& of my next letter. 


1$2 





Adieu. 


LETTER. 
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ee Tate os XV. 


A new plan of partner fhip 1s propofed. eo 
Arguments pro and con.—It 15 eftablifh— 


ed.—A Chief. Steward appointed, with 
inferior oficers.—Huniing too much in 
fafhion.—A new fpectes of rats intro- 
duced.—Two families added to the num- 
ber of apariments. 


DEAR SIR, 


Ir is not in my power>-to give 
you a particular detail of the whole pro» 
ceedings of the meeting which was held 
to reform the plan of partnerfhip in the 
manner of your parliamentary journalifts, 
who make fpeeches for the members, pers 
haps better than fome of them make fer 
themfelves ; but I will endeavour to give 
you a fummary of the principles on which 
they proceeded. 


THe 
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Tue profeffed defign of the meeting 


was to reform and amend the plan; but 
in fa€t when they came to examine it they 
found themfelves obliged to pafs the fame 
fentence on it that was once delivered 
concerning the famous poet, Alexander 
Pope, whofe ufyal ejaculation was, G—d 
mend me ! Mend you,” faid a hackney 
coachman, (looking with contempt on his 
dwarfith form and hump back) “it would 
not be half fo much trouble to make a 
new one,.’’ : 





A NEW one was accordingly entered 
upon, and the fundamental principle of it 
was, notito juppofe men as good as they 
ought to be, but to take them as they are, 
“Jtcistrue, faid, they, that all men are 
naturally free and equal ; it isa very good 
idea, and ought to be-underftood in every 
contract: and partnerfhip which can be 
formed ;.it may ferve as a check upon 
Ambition and other human paflions, and 
put people in mind that they may fome 
time 
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time or other be called to account: by 
‘their equals.. But it is as true that this 
‘equality is deftroyed by athoufand caufes 
-which exift in nature and in fociety. ¢It 
lis true that all beafts, birds, and fifhes are 
naturally free and equal in fome refpetts, 
but; yet) weefind them unequal,in:ether 


re{peéts, and-one, becomes the prey of 


another. There is, and ,always:will be, 
a. fuperiority and.an inferiority, in {pite of 
all the fyftems of metaphyfics ‘that ever 
exiftled: How can you prevent one.man 
from being ftronger, or wifer, or richer 
than.another? fea will not the, {trong o- 
vercome the weak ? will not: the cunning 
circumvent the. feolifh,, and will net the 
borrower become fervant .to the lender ? 
Is not. this noble, free, and independent 
creature map, neceflarily fubjeét to lords 
of. his own. fpecies in, every flage of his 
exiftence ? When a child, is he not under 
the command of his parents? fend him 
to {chool, place him out as an ap pprentice, 

put him on board a fhip, e 
O 2 company 


enrol him ina 
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company. of «militia, muft he not be {ub 
je@ to.a mafter ? Place him in any kind 
‘of fociety. whatever, and: he has wants to 
be fupplied, :and paffions to ‘be fubdued; 
his aftive' powers need to be direéted, and 
his extravagances to be controled, and if 
he will not do it himfelf, fome body muft 
do it for him. Self government is indeed 
the moft perfec form of government in 
the world.; but if men will not govern 
themfelves, they muft have fome govern- 
ors appointed over them, who will keep 
them in’ order and make them do their 
duty.’ Now if there is in fa@ fuch an ines 
quality exifting among us, why fhould we 
aét as if no fuch thing exifted ? We have 
tried ‘the beaver fcheme of partnerfhip 
long: enough, and find it will not do.” Let 
us then‘ adopt the  praGtice of another 
kind of induftrious animals’ which we 
have among us—Let us imitate the dees; 
who are governed by one fupreme head, 
and wider that dire€tion conduct their 
in | whole 
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whole economy with perfe& order and 
regularity.” 


Ow this principle they drew up an en- 
tire. new plan, in which there was one 
chief fteward, who was to. manage their 
united intereft, and be refponfible to 
the whole for his conduét. He was to 
haye a kind of ,council to advife and di- 
rect him, and feveral inferior officers to 
affift him, as there might be occafion ; and 
a certain contribution was to be levied on 
the trade, or on the eftates of the whole, 
which was to make a common ftock for 
the fupport of the common intereft ; ;and 
they were to erect a tribunal among them. 
felves, which fhould decide and determine 
all differences... If nine of the families 


fhould agree to this. plan, it was to take: 


place ; and the others might or might not 
adopt it; but if any one fhould finally 
refule, or if any fhould adopt it and af. 
terward fall from it, he was to: be looked 
upon 
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upon as an outcait, and no perfon was to 


have any connection with him. 


Tue meeting having continued along 


time, every body became extremely anx- 
ious to know what they were about ; the 
doors were kept fhut;, and no perfon what- 
ever was let into the fecret-till the whole 
was completed. A copy’was then fent to 


each family for them to confider at theit. 


leifure:. 


TuovucH curiofity was now gratified} 
yet anxiety was: not relaxed, The new 
plan of partnerfhip went by the name of 
the fiddle ; thofe who were in favour of it 
called themfelves Addlers, and thofe who 
oppofed it were ftiled anzifiddlers. The 
former faid' it was the ‘beft plan that hu- 
man wifdom had: ever'contrived.: The 
latter imagined itpregnant with mifchief 
of every kind: The former compared it 
to a ftrong fence about a rich field: of 
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wheat. - The latter compared it to’ the 
whale that fwallowed up Jonah, 


In each family a (halts was held 
on the queftion, Whether it fhould bea- 
dopted or not ? and liberty was given for 
every one to fpeak his mind with the ut- 
moil freedom. _ The objeétions, anf{wers, 
replies, rejoinders, and rebutters, which 
were produced on this occafion, would 
make a curious colleétion, ‘and form an 
important page in the HiReiey of man. 
The fiddlers were extremely fond of hav- 
ing it examined, becaufe they faid it was 
like ‘a rich’ piece ‘of plate, which the more 
it be rubbed: fhines the brighter. The 
antifiddlers {aid it was like a worm eaten 
bottom of a fhip, the defe@s of which 
would more evidently appear the more it 
was ripped to pieces ; they were therefore 
for rejecting it at once, without any e€X- 
amination at all, 
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Wuen they were urged to point out 
its defe€ts, they would fay, “ It is danger- 
ous to put fo much power into the hands 
of any man, or [et of men, Jeft they fhould 
abufeit. Our liberty and property will 
be fafe whilft we keep them ourfelves, but 
when we have once parted with them, 
we may never be able-to get them back 
again.’” 


Ir the plan was compared to a houfe, 
then the obje€tion would be made againit 
building it.too high, left the wind fhould 
blow. it down, . How fhall we guard it a- 
gain{t. fire ? how fhall we fecure it againft 
robbers ? and how {hall we RSSD out rats 
and mice | > 


Ir it was likened to a fhip, then it: 
would be afked, how fhall we guard it a- 
gainft leaking : ? how fhall we prevent it 
from running on the rocks. and. quick 


fands. ? 
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SOMETIMES it would be compared toa 
clock, then queftien. was, how-fhall: we fea 
cure the pendulum, the wheels and the 
balance from ruft ? who thall. keep the 


key, and who fhall. we truft to wind it 
up ? 


SOMETIMES it was reprefented by a 
purfe, and.then it was faid to be danger. 
ous to let any one hold the ftrings. 
Money is a tempting objeét, and the beft 
men are liable to be corrupted, 


In fhort, the whole fum and fubftance 
of the arguments again{ft it might be fum- 
med up in one word—jraxousy. 


Lo thew the fatility of thefe arguments 
at was obferved by the oppolite party, that 
it was impoffible to put it into any man’s 
power to do you good, without at the 
fame time putting it into his power to do 
you hurt. If you truft a barber to fhaye 
your beard, you put it into his power to 
fut your.throat. If you:truft a baker to 
make 
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make your bread, or a cook to drefs your 
miéat, you put it into the power of each 
to poifon you ; nay, if you venture to lie 
in the fame bed with your wife, you put 
it into’ her power to choak you when 
you are afleep. Shall we therefore 
let our beards grow till they are long e- 


nough to put into our pockets, becaufe » 


we are afraid of the barber ? Shall we 
ftarve ourfelves becaufe the baker and the 
cook may poifon us? and fhall we be a- 
fraid to go to bed with our wives? Fie, 
fie, gentlemen, do not indulge fuch 


whims: Be careful in the choice of your. 


barbers, your bakers, your cooks, and your 
wives; pay them well and treat them 
well, and make it their interefl to treat you 
well, and you neéd not fear them. 


Arrer much debate and difcuflion, 
fome of the families adopted it without 
exception, but in others the oppofition 


was fo ftrong that it could not be made to | 
pafs, but by the help of certain amend- | 
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ments which were propofed.; .and of thefe 
amendments every family which thought 
proper to make any, made as many as 
they pleafed. -The new, plan, with. its 
appendage of : amendments, cut fuch a 
grotefque figure, that a certain wag in one 
of the families, like Jotham the fon of 
Gideon, ridiculed it in the following par- 


able. 


‘« A cERTAIN, man hired a taylor to 
make him a pair of /mall clothes ; the tay- 
lor meafured him and made the garment. 
When he had,brought it home, the man 
turned and.twifted and viewed it on all 
fides; it is too fmall here, faid he, and 
wants:to be let out. ;it is too big here, and 
wants to be takenin ; I am afraid there 
will be a hole here, and you muft put on 
a patch, this. button is not {lrong enough, 
you mutt fet’ on another.,» He was going 
on. in this manner, when his wife entered 
the room—Have you put on the. {mall 
clothes, my dear, faid fhe—No, faid he. 
R How 
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How then; replied fhe, ean’ ‘you! ‘pombly 
tell whether they will fit you or not P If I 
had’ made fuch objetions’to 4 gown’ or a 
pair’ of ftays ‘before E had put them ‘on, 
How would’ you have laughed at my" fe- 
male wildom ?’ Thé man: todk his wife's 
advice and faved the sh a ‘deal of 
trouble.”’ 


enh 


In like manner, the new plan of part. 
nerfhip was tried oft, and’ was' found ‘to fit 
very well. The amendments} were ‘thrown 
by for future confidetation, ‘and if ever 
adopted, will be fo few and fo micas as 
to'make no effential difference. 


As foon asa fufficient: stubatlee ée the 
families had adopted the plan, they began 
to fet it in operation; and unanimoufly 
chofe for their chief fteward and manager, 
George, the grandfon of Walter Pipe- 
weed. He ‘had ferved them fo faithfully 
and generoufly in condu€ting the lawfuit 
againft Mr. Bull, that no perfon was higher 
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in. their ,confidence, 5 iAs be, would take 
no reward for his former fervices ; fo he 
began this new bufinefs with a declaration 
of, the fame kind, and.a: proteftation that 
nothing couldhave induced him to quit 
the fweets. of -retirement: for the ‘toils. of 
public, bufinefs- but a difpofition to oblige 
his numerous friends who had united their 
fuffrages in his favour.. Every one who 
knows him is fully: convinced of the fin- 
cerity-of his declarations, and he has per. 
haps. as|large:a fhare of the efteem and 
affeCtion of the people in thefe families as 
any perfon ever could expeét from « 


courfe of faithful and friendly offices. 


Besipes him there.is an under fteward, 
a council of advice, achief clerk, a cafhier, 
and, a matter of the hounds.. ‘The under 
fteward is a perfon of a grave deportment, 
auch reading and ftri& integrity, and was 
largely ‘concerned. in ‘effecting. the com- 
promife with Mr. Bull... The council of 
advice are chofen from the feveral fami- 
| lies, 
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lies, and confit of perfons of the bef ed 
ucation, abilities,:and popularity. *The 
chief clerk has the care of the moft*im- 
portant papers, and the cafhier'keeps the 
key of the ftrong: box; which now ‘has 
fomething ‘im lit \befides paper)» By his 
advice the debts’ of the company are put 
in a fair way of being paid, though fome 
grumbling {till fubfifts among thofe who 
‘were obliged to fell their’ notes‘at a dif- 
count, ‘The mafter of the hdtinds*is an 
officer, who it was at’ firft thought would 
have very little bufinefs ; butias‘the wild 
beafts of the foreft have of late grown very 
troublefome, it is fuppofed that he will 
have his hands full. There is too much ’ 
of a lurch for hunting among miahly of the 
foreRers ; and fome have‘not been a- 
fhamed to exprefs their ‘withes that the 
whole race of wild creatures was extermi- 
nated from the face of the éaith?! There 
are others who till continue of thé mind, 
that thefe animals are a degenerated ‘part 
of the humax {pecies, and might yet be re- 
covered 
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covered if :proper methods were, ufed to 
,tame-them ; but .it is greatly feared, that 
swhié thé rage. forjhunting continues, all 
-fuchsbensvolent- rojedis eve dail in ithe 
eexeoutiohe tod give Ahoy 


In fome late esc abedd thefe 
wild. animals, ,difeovered fo.much, art.and 
scourage, that {everal of the) hunters were 
-laid to-leepjinnthe bed of. honopr.si and 
the, reft. were obliged ,to.take, to their 
sheels, .that,, they.anight .‘ live to hunt.a- 
_nother, day.’ .. Some perfons, are of the 
mind that it,is not belt ta {eek,thele healts 
in,.their dens, but,xather..to., guard; the 
fields .and).take, care ,of the; poultry, at 
shome. , Others are. for, purfuing, them(to 
the, ese fhades of the foreft; and this 
feems.at prefent; to,be the prevailing Q- 
pinion. What the fuccefs of it al be 
time ; mmuly determines.) fomls oc» 
OY fie dnila that B’udbden’ may rue, 
«Phe hunting: of that day.” | 
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Stnce the new partnerfhip has-been 
eftablifhed, hufbandry and: trade’ have 
been’ carried on-‘brifkly ; the houfes ‘are 
full of good things, and thechildren are 
well clad and healthy ; but there‘issone 
inconvenience which _ufually attends a 
full houfe, and that is, that rafs'are very 
numerous, and a new  fpecies oF them have 
lately found their way thither.*, Sone 
of them are: very fat’ and fléek; ‘and‘are riot 
afraid ‘to’ appear in “oepén’ ‘day® light ; 
though it is fuppofed they burrow under 
ground, and ‘have fubterraneous commu- 
nications from houfe to houfe: “This” Is 
ani inconvenience againft which no reme- 
dy has'yet been found’; ; though fome peo- 
ple, from ‘their appareéht ‘voraccty, are of 
the mind that they will ‘either prey upon 
one ramethie or she eat dase any burt 


I wap atmo rosahie to tell you: Bie 
two new families have lately been. added 
to the number of partners. « One i is that 
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of Ethan Greenwood,* a ftout, lufty fel- 
low, born in the family of Robert Lum. 
ber, but married into that of Peter Bull- 
frog, from whom, after along difpute, he 
has got a good traét of land, whieh orig- 
inally belonged to his own father, but was 
furreptitioufly taken poffeffion of by his 
father in law. The other is Hunter 
Longknife,t he was bred in the family of 
Walter Pipeweed, and has a large fhare of 
his fpirit of adventure. - Having taken 
up his refidence in the outfkirts of the 
fore ft, he has had many a {cuffle with the 
wild beafts, who are extremely fond of his 
green cormand young chickens, whenevex 
they can get.a.tafte of them. 


® Vermont. + Kentucky. 
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Prefent State of Mr. Bull, ogre oR ‘and 
bis mother.—Story of the everlafting ta- 
per.—Some account of Mr. Lewis. — His 
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i Ales nrca giving you: facha fone 
detail of the affairs of* thefe forefters; “I 
will’ clofe’ my. -correfpondence;° forthe 
prefent, with’ a ‘brief ‘accétint’ of’ the 
fituation of the. principal perfons. with 
whom they are or have been conneéted, 
and whom I have had occafion to men- 
tion in nty other letters. 


To begin with Mr. Bull. Though he 
has given.aiquitclaim of that part of the 
foreft where his old fervants and beft cuf. 
tomers 
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tomers have poffeffion, yet he retains the 
northern part; together with fome hunting 
feats which he promifed to give up tothe 
forefters, .The wchief: produce: of: this 
northern territory is' the: furs; which are 
brought to his:warehoufe and wronght up 
by his tradefmen. Notwithftanding the 
lofs of his title to the lands of the foreflers, 
they have not wholly forfaken him as a 
trader, He keeps his fulling | mills at 
woik,, and fupplies them with cloths of 
various kinds, but they feel themfelves at 
liberty either to purchafe of him or his 
neighbours, or to manufacture for them- 
felves. He is rather more complaifant to 
them in‘his own fhop than his faétors are 
in fome of his diftant warehoufes, where 
they are not allowed to carry their pro- 
duce to market, nor to receive coffee, cot- 
ton, and fugar, as formerly. However, 
they have found ‘out other places where 
they can buy thefe commodities without 
afking his permiffion. And as for that 
capital article rea, which was the occa- 
fion 
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fion of beginning the controverfy, they 
now fetch it dire&tly from the: original 
warehoufe: of old Cang-hi, where it. is 
manufaCtured.:. They purchafe their filks 
and muilins of: the: firft makers and deal- 
ers, and get their wines at from the 
vineyards. lsbat ¢ 


I wave before told you that Mr. Bull 
formerly ufed to fend the ordure made in 
his family to enrich the plantations of the 
forefters ; but fince his quarrel witli them 
he has been fomewhat at a lofs how to 
difpofe of it. At firft he threw it into. 
the gutter* before his door.’ But there 
was ya a large quantity ‘of ‘it, and ‘the 
ftench which it caufed was fo ochre, 
that this expedient would not anfwer the 
end. - He then thought of fending it to a 
place where fome of his family had been 
employed in bolantzing,t in hope that by 
adding to the fertility of the foil, they 
would find more encouragement to prof- 

ecute 


* Convicts employed in lighters on the Thames. 
+ Botany Bay in New Holland. 
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ecute their inquiries, and that he fhould ~ 


in time receive fome rent of recompenfe ; 
but this fcheme, like fome others, the 
produét of his fruitful brain, has. been 
hitherto attended’ with more coft than 
profit. What will be’ his next contriv- 
ance to difpofe of his ordure no one can 
conjecture, 

“He has been obligéa, in deference to the 
Opinion of his neighbours, to fing fmall an 
bout his tight to opping the high way; 
and it is thought that he will not revive 
his pretenfions to an éxclufive title to cae 
kind of MAE OE 


As to his domeftic affairs, his wife: fill 
rules him according to her ufual maxims, 
and keeps up her gaming club, where fhe 
wins and lofes alternately ; but between 
the fhop and the drawing room, there is 
enough gained to pay the interéft of his 
debt, though it is not imagined he will 
ever be able to pay the principal. This, 
like | 
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like -a’ millftone. about ‘his ‘neck, muft 
finally fink him. | 


You may poffibly be curious to know 
what is become of his mother, whom I 
have formerly mentioned to you as hav- 
ing had fome fway in his family. The 
truth is, that fince he married his prefent 
wife, the old lady found her influence de- 
creafing and retired to her chamber, where 
fhe has been for many years confined, and 
is now wholly bed rid. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bull indeed treat the old lady with much 
decency, and fuffer none tointrude upon 
her but fuch company as ;fhe is fond of.. 
Old Madam has all the infirmities of age 
about her. , She will-not fuffer herfelf to 
be touched nor turned in her bed ; nor 
the room to be aired, nor her linen fhifted. 
She keeps her window fhutters clofed, and 
will not admit the leat ray of light in her 
apartment, but what proceeds from her 
own candle, which having been once dip- 
ii in confecrated water, is fuppofed to 
. poffefs 
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: poffefs all the virtues of an everlafting ta- 
t per. 
Now have fpoken of madam’s taper, 
perhaps you will be amufed with fome 
account of it. It is a wax candle of a 
common fize, fet in an old fafhioned fil- 
ver candleftick, richly emboffed and gilt, 
but the ruft and duff of it are fo facred, 
that it is never permitted to be fcoured. 
The tradition is, that this candleftick for. 
merly belonged to St. Peter, and the cane 
dle firft placed in it is fuppofed to have 
been lighted at the sun, and by a myfte- 
rious.kind of uninterrupted fuccefion, has 
been kept burning ever fince. By the 
‘light of this taper, old madam rcads her 
bible and books of devotion, which al- 
ways lie.on a table by her bedfide. 


Some perfons of an ‘incredalous turn 
of mind, have pretended to callin eueft- 
ion this myflery ; but it is ftill held facred 
by the old lady, and by moft of ‘Mr. 
Bull's own family. There are fome every, 
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among the forefters of the fame opinion ; 
and fuch is the liberality in thefe families, 
that no.one is molefted in the indulgence 
of any innocent whim, which does not 
affect the peace of the families, nor the 
intereft of. the partnerfhip. It was not 
long after the reeftablifhment of harmony 
between them and Mr. Bull, that. thefe 
perfons fent two candles in one lantern, 
and one in another, to be lighted at this 
venerable taper, and dipt in the, confe- 
crated water. Two of them were actu- . 
ally lighted in old Madam Bull’s pref- 
ence, and to her great fatisfaétion. - The 
other was lighted at a taper fuppofed to 
be derived from the fame original, but 
“hid under a: bufhel’’ in one of filter 
Peg’s- out houfes, it not. being permitted 
to burn publicly in her family, where the 
only candles allowed are of the manufac- 
ture of Geneva. 


Tuere has been as long a controverfy 
between different:opinionifts on this fub- 
jee, 
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ject, as between the feGaries in Liliput, 
about breaking the egg at the big or little 
end. But itis eafy enough to accommo- 
date the matter by granting that St. Pe- 
ter’s candle, aswellas thofe from Geneva, 
were originally lighted at the sun ; that 
the fame fource of light is open to all ; 
and that it is of no confequence of what 
materials tapers are made, nor in what 
kind of candlefticks they are placed, nor 
by whofe hands they are lighted, provid- 
ed they give fo clear a light as to anfwer 
the purpofes of vifion, 
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Ir remains only that I give you fome 
account of Mr. Lewis. The adventures 
in his family have been very fingular. I 
formerly told you that he feed lawyers to 
plead the caufe of the forefters. Thefe 
fubtile pra€titioners foon found that the 
fame arguments which they were obliged 
to ufe in favour of the forefters, would 
apply with equal propriety to the cafe of 
Mr. Lewis’s own family. He had long. 
heen. 
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been a widower, and the family was gov~ 
erned by a fucceflion of kept miftreffes, 
who minded only their pleafures and the 
enriching of their own relations and de- 
pendants. The tenants were abufed, the 
manfron houfe was dirty and: out of re- 
pair, and though the rents were paid into 
the hands of the fteward,. yet much op- 
preflion and embezzlement, and. little e- 
conomy, were the conftant topics of com- 


plaint.. 


208 


Arter the alteration, produced by the 
affiftance of Lewis’s lawyers in the foreff, 
they began to think. it was high time to 
do fomething ef the fame kind at home. 
The.only peaceable remedy which they 
could imagine, was to perfuade Mr. Lewis 
to marry a reputable woman, who would 
be agreeable to the family. After much 
argument he was at length brought to fee 
the neceflity of the cafe ; and to prevent 
a lawfuit, with which they threatened 
him, he confented to take the wife* which 

they 
* The National Confitution, 
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they: recommended. She is a lady. of \ ) 
good fenfe and polite manners, and treats oi, 
him with the greateft deference and pro» 

Priety. She has:had the‘manfion thors 

oughly repaired; the floors and. windows 
cleaned, and the walls whitewathed, and, is 

not. afraid to let her|inmoft. apartments 

be vifited by the fun andair. The build« 

Ing is now commodious, wholefome, and 
pleafant, and'the dirty dog kennél,* which 

ftood near the door, is-demolifhed; 


Ir is-fufpeéted by fome that Lewis fill 
has a hankering after, his: old connéxions, 
-but:he profeffes. love.to. his. new wife in 

the ftrongeft terms imaginable. | His.ca@ 
off miftrefs has had the audacity to infult 
the newly married Jady,. and tell her that 
fhe has no-bufinefs to occupy. heriaparts 
ments ; that: all. Mr. Lewis’s profeffions 
are infincere and that fhe fill poffeffes his 
heart. If thefe ladies fhould go to pull. 
ing caps,. Mr. Lewis will be in a critical 
Gtuation, as indeed.every. man. is when 
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two women are contending for him. It 
is faid that fome of the neighbouring gen- 
tlemen, who prefer concubinage to’ mat- 
rimony, have: taken the part of the late 
miftrefs; and infift on her: reftoration to ~ 
bed and board; but how this matter will 
terminate can be decided only by futu- 

ritv. err i 


«He vhas.alfo been very unfortunate. in 
fome of his: diftant. plantations and fa¢to- 
ries. His black cattle have caught the 
horn diftemper; fome of his farm houfes 
have been burnt, atid it is thought that 
feveral years will/intervene. before his af- 
fairs will be fet' to rights. 


Tuus, my friend, I have endeavoured 
to fulfil my promife, “by givingyou fach 
an accoufit as I: have been able to procure 
of the forefters and their connexions. I 
affure you J am extremely delighted with 
the country and its improvements, which 
exceed by far the expeétations of every 
perfon 
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perfon who travels this way, and has form. 
ed what he may think a jut idea of the 
country, by flaying at home and hearing 
the reports of others, . Fhere.is no poffi. 
bility of conceiving what a fine country it 
is withont a@ually fecing it; I therefore 
recommend to you‘a journey hither, fora 
two fold purpofe, viz. to cure you of the 
fpleen, and to convince you how much 
human. induftry and ingenuity can per- 
form in a fhort time, when nature has al- 
ready done her part toward making a 


good country and a happy people. 
: Yours, &c. 


AMYNTOR, 
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